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a caudid conversation wilh ihc fiery aLLorney and aitlhor of ''rush lo 
judament/' the documenled, best-selling indiclmcnt of the warren report 


.V.-a-i 


Ihc ti.t\n.^uti(ilinu o{ John 
Kt-niifd^ find hfirdly raichril a 


t!u>"ir,i I "ihl li'lirit the UicviOihlc qiirx- 


ry Qswtiltl, chftr^i-d 
y ith the r^uiiuiiitlliin. vn.i in liiril rt.turwi- 
miU'l. tht h-hi\l>n:\ o[ rlniihl swrllcd to a' 
fhmiit. .S. 'il>ln-H"u-fird cohnntusl Rich- 
n.tl \lt\rn, t Miimnrd if/j the fndhif^s of 
m.Mity /tirrticniis u'hrn he n'ro/r: "Our 
fCitttitialy n.i a civil'nrd fx-optc statid 
u tjtrrt it torn the. world . . . hnl the tcnl 
il. pth of Ihc disaster that lins hrfrillcn u.t 
ntwot )'-•' I'C imoginrd. In its JS.Slh 
f.-ar. (hi Hcfiuhlic hnx fallen vl>nti 
H isluvlmhJy evil days, and pinil mi.schirf 
it nfiwf in the hmd. It reinnins to be 
wen ivheii cr tnnrr ci>mmhinu.\ will rock 
itt hrftne it M over ..." 

Sliirue!,' jeremiad nov echoed abroad, 
h-heie it ii'flt (^ftirudly assumed that 
tie muri't-rx of Kennedy, Oswald and 
Offfer fJ. I). Tij'l''' were all fncres in 
n monUroiis, ions}- trial //.cwni' Jnizzlc. 
'I he Con miinisl tttx wne ffnidi lo 
•tllefie thr.t the l'< • nt hud been iniir- 
il.rrrd by n jihi oii^ natiua within his 
tuvu Cot '-niincnt. and thai O.Mvaltl had 
It'-en silemed brfoic be could iucriminalc 
other mcii'bers of the cabal. Tass cabled 
ftom Wa.diiu^tnn lo Moscow on Nove/ii' 
b't 25, I'.'rt], just three days after the 
a^ia\.\{uation, that "All circunistauces of 
Vresideul Kctinedv's death allow one to 
a^umr thai this murder was fdanncd and 
(urrie.d ovi by the uUra-right'Wing, fascist 


tind racist cirdes, by 'b-nr wlio ra tn->t 
.Uomarh any sirfi ainn tl nt the eaun;^ of 
itilcrnntionnl Irusions iii'd \he iml>\in c* 
Vieul of Snviet-.'tmerii an rebiii'ins." 

In other couutiies, tun. iuniii'\ of lo-r- 
Sfiiracy nbnuuded. The Ltiudnn i).iily 
Tt'Ic';r;n)li'5 Dallas < u, lesfuindenl tr- 
fmrlcd on Sm'evibrr 2ii thai "Wny'd 
ojiiuion as much as .Itnriiran i.\ not fully 
satisfied about Ihtf ti rnl'le aflair. This 
has resulted in au fl'}rbiintini- atlrrnftt 
on the jtart of the ltu,il nuthmilirs ion- 
eerncd to cover ufi {ni one nvnliiey." 
On November 27, ihr (••nyenuilii'e Lon- 
don I);iily ^^ail drclaied rdifntially that 
"facts can be jirodured that a lii^hl-.ein^ 
plot against the Presiilenl had mused his 
death." V'rcnch fness ojnni'iu wa\ even less 
restrained. Piiris Jour ^'in/Vi'/ a ]tont-f>n.;e 
article entitled "Oswnhl Cannot Jla.-p^ 
Itccn Alone in ihc Shooting," while 
rihcriiiion wrote that "There is no don'it 
Ihnl President Kennedy \i ll into n hiift. 
He was the vielini of a f>lot. And in this 
plot it is cvideni thai the Dallas p-duc. 
fnolcctors of gangsters like Ituby, played 
a role one can only describe as queslion- 
ablc. They created a defendant, then 
allowed one of their stool pigeons to 
kill him." 

In hasty pursuit of a scapegoat, con- 
servatives and rear I ion (It ies — at home as 
zvcU as abroad — ur rc eager to blatne lihrr- 
als and leftists, who relitriied the charges. 
To dispel such divisive speculation. 
President Johnson appointed an vltia- 


jnestigious Presideuliat Commission, 
headed by Chii:f Justice Earl IVarreu, lo 
investigiitc the asstissitiation. Serving un- 
tier W'atrcn were former CIA Director 
Allen Dulles; John M<Cloy. former As- 
sistant Secretaiy of War; .Senators Uicb- 
urd Huxscll and John Sheitnan Cooper; 
and Uel>icsentnlnics Gerald Tord and 
Hale Itoggs. J. Lee liaulitn, former Solici- 
tor General of the United States, was 
apfminted as the Co tn mission's Chief 
Counsel, directing a staff of // lawyers. 

,Thc very apfJoinltncnt of .such n blue- 
ribbon inve-sligative body allayed many 
fears, at least ' in America, Ten tnonlhs 
after the assassination, when the Warren 
Cotnmission released its findings, Ameri- 
rans heaved a national sigh of relief. 
There had been no conspiracy, the Com- 
mission concludi d. I.ee Harvey Oitcald, 
ucling alone and irrattoimlly, had mur- 
dered the President . Jack linby h ad killed 
Oswald on his own ^hd wiUioiit premedi- 
tation. The verdict was in, and it was 
almost unanimously acce filed — in the 
United Stales. T wo months late- when 
the Conitnission released :1s vol- 
umes of supftorting widetur massive 
17,S15 fiages — tiie case appeared for- 
ever closed. A grateful public hailed ihc 
Commission for settling its gnawing 
doubts and clearing the air of poisonous 
nhnnrs. Ha rris o n Sa I is bury, assistant 
managing editor of The New York. 
Timcs^ echoed popular sentiment when 
he wrote in the Timcb: "No ttiatcrial 
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' History may come to know the IVarrcn 
l^epnt fn the 'Warren Whitewash'; it 
I'irty be f.nked wilh Tcafmt Dome as a 
yttivnyrn for ftoUtieal cover-up and cyni- 
i i/ iriar\i-^i\ilnltot\ of ihe truth," 


"There were 90 witnrs -•> to the assassina- 
tion xuho were questio'iid^nnd were able 
to give an assessment "/ the origin of the 
shots. Of those, 53 said ihey came from 
behind the fence on the grussy kt oll." 




"There were at least ttco a.s.fassint. The 
evidence is conclusive on that score. But 
the Commission wanted to disprove a 
conspiracy, and this desire defeated its 
investigative function," 


nlvn! .w far ns 


fhr fta'i'' of ryrwl.-nt~f.r„iir,ly h roM- 
inuril. Thr fviifrnrr of OMrnhr.t iHi^lc- 
hhmlrrf ptUt m mrTH-UrUniu^." 

tlut lii\lnuiinx ktio;o llitil nflni n>om:_h, 
ihr tuorr tfiry Jtwly a rnnifilrx nrnt. the 
/cjLi //TV know nUout it. I'or cnrU qiirs- 
lion nmwnrit, sn-ru tnntt: a/^k'm;,' k/j to 
tithr lYi l>hiit'. Thr W'tinrn itivr.\lic:_alinn, 
uulti nit utiliniilnl huili:,rl, a fiiHtime 
^(„lf of 2Ct nnd coiiil>lrtc nrcr.v to the 
iiwiw'iT hiiiwtif^nlit'r nltfrnrntus of the 
Uttilnl St'itrt CfivninnnU, ii'ff.t the Inrg- 
i-t/ hntoiitiil itiqiihy rver uttderlnhfn, 
furviinhly, it icoiilil prodticc a pfijtrr 
uiniinlniti nf cotiftifliti}^ rrfunts, contra- 
iticfnry Ir.sliitiotty, rxlinl tli.\nf^rrrnicnl 
,iiul iituitiMrncft questions. By Imblishiiig 
the volumes of licniiuf^x nJul cxhihits 

rotitniviti^ Con.iidnnUlc cvidnirr con- 

tradirtivg its own findin(;.f—lhc Warrrn 
Coinmisfinu itnfdiritly nrhiiowlcdf^rd the 
iiiscnttnhilily of fact. Doubts wne to he 
cxjirclrd; iVx surfnisiug only that they 
took so toiiff to .mrfiirc. Discumous of 
their vnlidily may occnjyy scholars jar 
Z,t'-ucrf{tinn\ — or even ccntmirs. 

The riltjdrx Jnecrdiitg the mnve of 
criticism come first from England. The 
dny the Keport was issued, Lord 


Itevtrnnrt liussrll denounced it os a white- 
wash nnd subsequently formed a "Who 
Killed Kennedy?" committee, to jturstie 
its own investigation of the assassination. 
And hie in 1961, Hugh Trevor-Roficr, 
licgius Professor nf History at Oxford 
University, jmblished a scathing attach 
on the Commisutm in the pages of Eng- 
land's cstablishtnetitarian London Sun- 
<I;iy Times. According to Trevnr-Rnper, 
the Hefiort was not only inaccurate but 
"slovenly." In America, less firnnc to con- 
spiratorial views of history than intrigue- 
rife Eurojic, criticism was slower in 
coming. The first two boohs attaching the 
Conwiission, Thomas Ituchanan's "Who 
Killed Kennedy?" an d Joachim Jocslen's 
"Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?," con- 
. tained toUd speculations that generally 
discredited them as serious criticism. 
JUit the flood was only beginning. In 
October J965, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
unosman Sylvan Fox, then-city editor 
of the Ww York Worlcl-TclcRrmn antl 
Sun, published a paperback entitled 
"(fnanywcrcd (lueslions About President 
Kennedy's Assn.\sinntion." On J^tay 9, 
1966 , fiartdd Wcisberg, a former Senate 
investigator, privately fni hlish ed " I Vh itc- 
ii'rtj/i: A lieporl on the Warren Itefwrl." 
Seitcn weeks later, "itihing Press f)ublidied 
"InriurM," b y Edward Jay Efystein, a 31' 
year-old Cornell graduate student. Origi- 
nally Epstein's master's thesis, the book 
sold moderately well. Then, on August 
15, Holt, Hinehart if Winston published 
/■lark Lane 's "A'»a/i to Judgment" which 
has since forged its xi'ay to the top of the 
best-svller list. A nd on Septem ber 8, 
World published "The Oswald Afjair,'* 
by Leo Sanvage, American correspond- 
ent for Lc Figaro of Paris, 


Thix barrage of bonht fnompied The 
New York Timo to comment edit-nially 
on September 1. i''6fi. that "Drlwle on 
the accuracy and adcqnaiy of thr Warren 
Commission's work is noir npf'ro-iching 
the dimensions of a Uvely tm ill industiy 
in this rof(N/n-." T/f nri'Jnal bind of 
lonely doubf-rs had wultiflie l In r small 
army. .So d>a^lually had ihr dimnle 
changed that The New Yoik Tiincs' 
White II"US'- torrespondri't. T "ut Wi<k- 
cr, commented on S.fdenbir 2S, l"f'f': 
"A public di^ni^uon grnuj ir Ket' Yoth 
sought to hold a inund table session 
about Ihr Wanen Hefmrt. . . . The ma- 
jor difficulty for the gioup wrs in ftnding 
nnytiue of stature who i -m vHling to 
defend the Warren Htfrnrt a-nl its 
findings." Wither went on to demand 
aplwintment of a new Commission to 
investigate the assnsdnation. On Sej'tem- 
ber 2S, New York Congfeuninn 'Then- 
dnre It. KuMermnn, citing the 'dew of 
critical boohs on the Hcf'orf, asled the 
House of lieprescntctives to establish a 
Senate-Housr Committee In conduit its 
oxon investigation of the Wanen ReporU 
Shortly ihciraftcr. Life also called for a 
rcnficning nf the ivvestiialinn. In the 
November l'>f>fi isme nf '\ lie I'loprcssivc, 
Harrison Sali.d>ury . who had rarlier frit 
that "no material fiurstin.i teniai:ied un- 
solved," rever.^rd his field and wrote that 
he xvas cnn-t'incrd "there -in quolinns — 
some of them of majoi imjiortance — 
which must he an.su'ered." 

The one man most resfmnsible for 
these doubts and demands is S'ew York 
attorney M/nh Lane. lie has hern itwes- 
tigaling the assassination since, early 
December /'V.I, and since the fwblica- 
lion of "liu^h to Judgment," he ha^s been 
called evnything from a 'iar to a nation- 
al hero. In n lead refiew for the Clnc;if;o 
Trilmiic, j/^n Waltz o f the Northwestern 
University' Law School faculty wrote: 
"This latest critique of the Warren Com- 
tnisuon lirjunt is truly horrible. [It] 
passes heynud the niech .superficial, 
being frequently dishnnat well. Lane's 
fevered arguuients have no _ .femhlance 
of logic or rx'cn of o gnni:ation. He 
presents a phantasmagoric hodgefunlge 
of unrelated and often i'h"lly irrelevant 
second-gucs.ung. If. in assembling his 
collection of quibbles. L-ini had any ul- 
timate fnirfiose other than mnfusion and 
profit, it goes unstated . , . the catalog 
of this book's diUortinns and apfyarent 
fabrications, large and sniall. is a long 
and snny one . . . no one xuill thanh 
Lane for his hnoh." Hut many peofde did 
including Norman jVni/rr. v'ho con- 


them shor^^rorc to he significant, then 
the ii'ork he Wanrn Comniiwion will 
be judgeiT'bv hi.Moty to be a scandal 
b'or.te than Teapot Dome." 

The hub of all thl^ controversy. 
Mark Lane, was born ^9 years ago in 
New Yoik Cily, xeherc he has lived mmt 
of his life. Currently, hmeerer, he traveU 
through Europe and America lectuiing 
on the a.v^a.ssinalinn. frequently apjienr- 
ing on TV and radin talk shows, and 
stopping off occasionally in Dm mark 
with his young wife, whom he met white 
in Cnfunhagrn three years ago. They 
plan to settle in California shortly. 

After serving in Army Intelligence 
during World War Two, Lane allended 
Long Island University and received his 
law degree from Itroohlyn Law School. 
For 12 years he practiced law from a 
storefront in East Harlem; then, in /'M.V, 
he gained local prominence xeheu he 
charged that young fieople confined in 
New Yoth Sliitr h<,mes for the menially 
defeelivc xeere being brutally treated by 
attendants. Governor llochrfeller oftened 
hearings on the issue, and a number of 
guards xeere di.smissed. In J960, Lane 
was elected to the New York Slate Assem- 
bly, refne.fenting the blach-nnd-iehite 
ghettos of East Harlem and Yorkx'ille. 
He ran n'ith the .strong endorsement 
Iler- 


'ith 

of Eleanor Roosevelt and Scnatoi 
bcrt Lehman, with xeh iJm " 


eluded his revieio in l\ooV. Week with a 
hurrah: "Thice cheers for Mark Lane. 
His work is not xeilhout a trace of that 
stature we cull hemic. . . . Lane's book 
proves onie and forei'ct that the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy is more of n 
mystery today than when it occurred." 
He called Lane's -100 pages of evidence 
"staggering facts. * . * If one tenth of 


earlier helped establish a reform 
tncnt xi'ilhin the Nexir York Democratic 
Party. He also had the endni:\hnrnt 
of Senator John F. Kennedy, | xi'ho 
moved into the White House at tht^ same 
time Lane allended his fust Irgi.ilatii'c 
session in Albany. In l'f61. Lane bi-came 
the first legislator to be arrested on a 
Freedom Ride— in Jach.um, Missi.s.sipln. 
After txro stormy years in the stale as- 
sembly, he found himself ostracized ns 
a troublemaker by a bifmrtisan pre- 
ponderance of his fclUm' assemblymen, 
and did not run for reelection. 

When president Kennedy xeas a.s.sas.si- 
nated, Lane initiated ndiat his supporters 
have termed "his lonely crusade." His 
involvement began in December, ndtrn 
Mrs , marguerite Oswald apfiointed him 

at no fee — to represent her dead son's 

interests at the Wnrren Commission hear- 
ing.s. The Commission refused to accept 
Lane as n defense attorney, but it did 
permit him to testify. Thus began his 
three-year investigation — independent, 
if not impartial — into the circumstances 
surrounding President Kennedy's assas- 
sination. Lane traveled to Dallas eight 
times, intcrviexoing scores of xeitnexses, 
assisted by a group of amateur investiga- 
tors who called themselves the "Citizens' 
Committee of Inquiry." The fruits of his 
researches and his conclusions comprise 
his book "Hush to Judgment" — and a 
film of the same title to be rctfased this 
month. ! 

pLAVnoY interviexiied Lane in his two- 
and-a-half-room walk-tip apartment in 


'/ Ttivr i\fiiiihtt(tiin. U'r^^fin by n\h'mg 
t' t liix Ihrnifilils on il trgrity of the 
llnirrH ( tunmi^unu. 

. riATCOY: III y(Hir I)nok, yoii wroic that 

|ri- \\';i ncil (:^llllllH^^^OH — Cnill]K>snl of 
*I V. lie" of (he nio\( (lisIill;^lli^h^■(I fi;;nrcj 
tA iM AiiKTiciiii li/c— "tovitcd ilsclf Willi 
* ..line." Arc you .^cnl^in^; ilic Commis- 
».■»» of lyiitfi lo I'tc Aincriciin people? 
lANC: I KoiiM not c.irc lo My (li;tt the 
( niiiiiii\M'(in lied. Inn — however diMiti- 
;;tii%hc(l its incnilicrs m.iy he — it did W 
MIC 4 f;tlv n-pori. 1 know this hccnnc I 
circfiilly c»inp;irc(l llic onc-vohimc Rc- 
|-ori wiili the 2(i vohinie> of evidence 
ih.tt "Mipports" it .Tiid, in many cases, I 
IouimI iKt lelitlifinship whatever helwccn 
(he (^jiiirni^sionS concUisions and the 
( jninniN%ii)n\ cvitlence. The mo\t inno- 
crnt interpretation of its shoricominj^s, 
as .Ilufili "rrcvor-H.O]>cr e xpresses it in his 
introthiciioii to my hook, is that the Com- 
iniNNton menihcr.% (Ud what some poor 
lirMoriaii'' tlo: They start with a prccon- 
<(ivcd ihrory— in tin's case, iliat Oswald 
v.'.is the lone assassin of President Ken- 
nedy — .iikI sort out all the evidence 
mpporiipif; that tlieory, in the process un- 
eoiisciously rcjcciinj* any comrath'ctory 
f.ici or interpretation. I don't know if 
that's what happened here, hut it's one 
r>pIanation and, compared with some 
of the other theories that have hecn ad- 
tanccd to account for the Commission's 
Ix-havtor, a relatively comforting one. 
fiAVBOY: Haven't ynnr critics accused 
y{)n of cominitiinf; the same sin you im- 
pnic to the (lomniission — selecting from 
(lie mass of tcsiimony those facts that 
aurcc wiih your preconceptions and dis- 
carding the rest? 

I'^NE: Yes. Hut my book is far more ihor- 
oiiglily ilocmncntcd than the Warren 
(■■nn mission Report, and none of tliC" 
hnndreds of hook reviewers across the 
Cf-ntury who've examined it has yet been 
ahle ID disco\cr a single inaccuracy, dis- 
I'iriion or ont-of-contcxt statement. And 
l'*t mc aiid right here that the siatemcnis 
I will iniikc in this interview arc hased 
cither on the Warren Commission's 26 
\iilnntes of evidence or on fdmcd inter- 
views I conducted in Dallas tliai will ap- 
i»ear in the documentary U\u\ ^xi^h fq 
Jtulpmrtit that I made with Emilc dc 
Antonio. So I don't expect you to pro- 
teal widi nie on faith'. 
riAVBOY: You concluded in your hook 
that the Warren Commission's "criteria 
li-r invcMigaiing and accepting evidence 
were related less to tlic intrinsic value of 
the information than* to its p.-'ramount 
need to allay fears of conspiracy." Do 
>'»u Ijclieve there was a conspiracy to kill 
rrcMtlent Kennedy? 

UNE: YcN. I do. A conspiracy, as dchncd 
hy the law, is simply two or more pcr- 
*'Mis acting in concert to scctiic an illegal 
V}^' were at least two assassins. 

1 he evidence is conclusive on that score. 
4i ihc ConuHiMion wanted to disprove a 


conspiiiiry. and this (Ii:sirc ilrfc.ncd its 
in\cMig,Hii e fundidii. K( tm iiihcr, a 
Gallup poll taken stmrily after the assas- 
sination rcve;ded thai the ni.i]<»Tity of 
Americans h(Iie\cil there u:is no lone 
assassin, hut an <Mgaiiircd plot tii kill the 
President. It was thiv public fc.ir of a 
cotispiracy, and all it implied, that the 
Conmii.ssion was deiernittii'd m allay. 
One of the Commission's mcmhcrs, John 
^ I. McCloy. said it was vital ffir the Com- 
mission to "show the world ih.it .America 
is not a banana republic, where a gov- 
crinncnt cati be changed by toti'-piraty.*' 
And another member. Senator jolin 
Shermati Cooper, saitl right at tlic outset 
that otic (t( the ('.onunissioM's niajor tasks 
was "to lift the cloud of doubts that had 
been cast over American in-,tituiioTis." 
PIAYBOY: What was so wrong almut the 
Commission's trying to dispel false con- 
sj>iracy rinnors? 

lANE: Nothing, if the lurnors ii'rir false. 
The trouble was that from the very be- 
ginning the Ctiininissioii operated on the 
assumption that Oswald did it and did it 
alone, and relegated all facis to the con- 
trary into this "false rumor" categoiy. In 
other words, the Commission had con- 
cluded who killed Kciuiedy before they 
even began their investigation. 
PLAYDOY: Let's get down to the facts of 
the ass.-ivsiiia(ion. One of tin: main jKiints 
of your book is that the fatal shot was 
not fiietl frtnn the .sixth -flour window of 
tlie I^nok Depository, as the Warren 
Conmiission concludes. Do you have 
any evidence that shots came from 
somewhere else? 

lANE: Tlic Waricn Commission said ini- 
ctpiivocally that there was no credible 
evidence even J"jj^rj/J»g ih.-u the shots 
came from anyjWace else. This is vital to 
their whole case, because if thr shois did 
originate from two locations, Oswald 
COlddti't have been the "lone assassin." 
Let's look at the evidence. When the 
President was shot, his limousine hatl 
passed the Hook Deixisiiory. To the right 
and in front of the Presidential limou- 
sitic was a gr.issy knoll topped bv 
a wooden fence. Some time bcfoic the 
motorcade reached the atea, a voung 
woman iiamc'l Jidia Ann Mercer saw a 
truck at (he b ise of the grassy knoll, 
illegally parked halfw.iy up on the side- 
walk, protruding into Elm St?cct antt 
partially blocking trafTic. Dallas police- 
men were stniulitig a short disiancc away, 
but they didn't move the t' utk on. ^^iss 
Mercer saw a m.in leave the truck ami 
climb the grassy knoll. Another m iir re- 
mained in the truck. She drove od, aitd 
the truck was gone before the motorcade 
appeared. In an affidavit for the Dallas 
sheriff's ofTicc, she later said that tin: man 
was carrying "wliat appcarc<i lo be a gun 
case" about three and a ha'f to four feet 
long. Miss Mercer. was never called as a 
witness or even questioned by the Com- 
mission. All we have is her aHidavit, 
signed before the Dallas sberift's depart- 


ment on N(4nkbcr 22. I have not been 
able to f "er. She's no longer in 
Dallas. --^ 

PIAYDOY: .Bvit this Is just one woiuaii's 
tcsttiuony. 

lANE: ^'cs. we begin with just one wom- 
an's testimony, but let mc show how it 
fits into a pattern of evidence proving 
that at least one of the shots was fired at 
the President from the grassy knoll. A 
railroad man name<l 1 .ec Htiweis was in 
a railroad tower ovc'Vlooking the knoll, 
and lie teslifKil that he saw two men 
standitig behind the wooden fence just 
before the shots were fired. Rowers did 
appear before the Commission ami he 
icsiinetl that the moment firing broke 
out something a(tracic<l his attention to 
the fence. He described it as "soniething 
. . . which Was ntit of the ordinaiy. 
which attracted my eye for some reason, 
which I could not identify." When asked 
for details, he said he had seen "nothing 
that r conltl pinpoint as having hap- 
pened that " Here he was inter- 
rupted by a Commission lawyer. When I 
3id>se(piently comlucted a filmed and 
taj)e-rccorde<l interview with Mr. llowers 
in Dallas, I told him that for a year and 
a half I'd sv'ondercd what the cud of that 
sentence was about to be. He told inc. 
"Yes, I was interrupted by the Conunls- 
sion lassycrs. Evidently they didn't want 
to get the facts..] was just going to tell 
that at the time the shots were fired. I 
looked at the fence and saw a pufT of 
siimkc. or flash of light, just when the 
shots were fired." Bowers 'gave me a de- 
scription of the two men on the knoll 
that dovetails with the description Julia 
Ami Mercer gave the Dallas sherill's 
office of the two men in the truck. And 
another witness. J. C. Price, a post odiec 
employee, told tlic l)ailas sheriff's ollite. 
minutes after the assassination, that he 
was standing on top of the Terminal 
Annex Building on Deahy Phua — oser- 
looking the route of the Presidential 
motorcade — when the shots were fired. 
Price later told mc that when he heard 
gunnrc, his attention was instantly drawn 
to the grassy knoll. In an interview with 
me, lie said he saw a man run from be- 
hind the wooden fence and tlash across 
a parking lot, disappearing behind the 
Hook Depository. Price also said the man 
was carrying something in his hand that 
could have been a gmi, 
PIAVBOY; .So you have three witnesses 
who contradict the Commission's conclu- 
sion that the shots came only from the 
Hook Depository. Why are you sure 
these three arc right, and all the witness- 
es the Warren Commission relied on arc 
wrong? 

lANE: There arc many more than three. 
For example, three railroad employees 
were standing on a railroad bridge run- 
ning across Elm Street above and in 
front of the Presidential limousine. They 
all said to mc !n filmed aiul taped inter- 
views, or to Federal or local authorities. 
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|Ii<- t;iiiil sliol (.uiK- fifiM the li^hl fii.iU 
*il thi- rn'M'dcnli.il limniiMilf? 
lANE; \'^. thcic i^. 'I'lieiiV ml cIrIu- 
niilliiinii V iiii'iioii piitniA l;tk<n t»y ii 
D.iU.i. .imiilrui itli Uy-.i-ipt'Ci. Alnnluun 
/;i|.i u'k I . Ndiiic fr. HU N of uliith wcic 
l^il)!;-.!!! il in / Hr. \i Mas while llic 

sUiits HOC Iii mI. V'laiuc 313 of llic 

Iiliil_-uliith i<;)l>r:ii> ill \'oluinc 18 of 
tlic Coniniissioii's c» itli iKi: — ilious llic 
l'u-sid(.-iii jiiM as tin l.ilai shot slunk 
hh ht ait. An i'\aniiiiaiiuii of the two J.uh- 
.NC<iui III f I anu v— I I ;i litl 3 1 r>~woiihl 
tcvcal \\lK:llii.-r he wa-. ihi^eu hatkwaul 
I- fonvaid by the tiin>aci of .ihc bulkl. 
As ihe frames arc pic-soiiicd in (he 
xolvinics, they sfcni i<> support the Com- 
missions coimntinii thai llif shots came 
from the real— thai the rieMcIeni was 
Mitldi-iily driven forwanl. lint the Com- 
misMoii uealcd that illusion hy traiis- 
posiii;^ Irauus 311 and '315. and by 
inisIaiiclinH theiii. Adu-illy. ilic ort;;inai 
lilm shows ih.ii iIk I'rfsiilrni Jivi5 driven 
hatk ami to die kit. One of our investi- 
,ilors aualy/td the Coimnission frames 
iiiid unite i n j. I-:'l;;ar Ih-over pointitifi 
►ul I he deciption. Mr. Hoover replied— 
well, lure's the kiier. Read il yourself. 
PIAYBOY: 'I'lu leucr. On I'lU staiioncry 
nd si-neil "John l.tl';ar Ih.over, Uirec- 


■ ails. 


pal L 


"Vou arc (orrcct m 


ihc oliM ivaiiiMi il at flames lahcled 311 
iiiid 31;> of Conuiiission Kxhihit 885 are 
uaiisposed in Volume IV- as noted in 
w)in letter." 

lANE: 'l licrc's ;niotIitT iincrcsting aspect 
M the Ziipruder hlin: The Conunission 
puhlislutl mnsl ol the [r.imes, but they 
lailt-a to i>ul»lish lr:inies 208 lo 211; A. 
street sign visible in Iram^" 207 is only 
pailially visible in Iramt; 212, because 
/..t|>inder p:miKd his tamera to pholo- 
giaph the moving; IMcsidential liinousitic. 
Ill haiue 21'-', sh.np lines of stress sud- 
denly appear on the ba(k of the sipi 
— wliicb stood in a dirca line of sight 
bctueen the glassy knoll and the 
I'lcsithntial limousine— and the lines 
len-ihen and (icepen in siutcediiig 
frames. 'I hey appear to radiate from a 
.spot in the lower lek ponion of the sign, 
but that i>ouiou is uu k.n;;er visiljlc by 
the time liamc 212 was phoiographed, 
These siicss lines appear to be the result 
of the iuip.Ki of ;i bullet. Thus, what the 
Commission failed to publish — frames 
208 to 211 — con d well be photojiraphs 
of a portion of the sign struck by a bullet 
fired from the j^iassy knoll: 'I'his sign 
was removed fiom Dealey l*la/a just 
after the assassination and has since 
dis.ippeaied. The !)uestion of these miss- 
ing hames was biouj;hi before one of 
the ConmiiNsion's hiwyt rs last year by 
David l.iiion . a graduate engineering 
M\idcin and an associate of the Cili^eiis' 
Ctuunllttec of luipiiiy. The lawyer was so 
coiici rncd lhat be wiotc to Lee Rankin 
and Norman K.-dlicli . two oihcr Com- 
mission attorney., admining lhat Lifton's 
evaluation of the stress signs as a result 
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„r l.l.llct i>»l>-'f' 'Vcn^ I>l;n.Ml)lc lo 
iiic." 'lliiN Ci.iiniii^MrMi iiiioiiicy com- 
iiiM.tfil: "I li-'^'- »"> KHilIn iioii ili:tt aiiy- 
lH>.iy lonsi.I.inl \vli;.i l'> 
,ic.i or ih. i ;Hi\l>f)ily ;iu;iic of die 
(.ui'ilMt iIh- ir-ituvs ^vf.c oniitu.l. or 
ih..r iIk-ic «tm: pctnliar ni;nks on die 
h^t.Lu^ llic si-A"-" uiiddstnotl llic si};- 
„"i)..-.iiicc of tlic Mrc« uuiiks (luiic clear- 
ly for lie atUlctI: "Since Oswald conUI 
not Ii;ivc firctl H'^t cnnii;;li U) ii;ivc hit 

iIk iIk" ^^'iI' ''''"I ^''"'"^ '""'^^ 
ihc l*rcNidi;ni whU .-umilicr shot hcforc 
fr.Miie 'J25. when the ricsidciu cinic out 
Untn lichind die siRn. the nodon is di:U 
soiricoiic else inmt hnvc Ik-cij fning nt 
di<- I'rcsidrni. loo." Mr. Rcdlich's rei>ly 
v;>^ iy|>icd: "AH oC die evidence wliich 
wf ha^c iiidicitcs fniiie aniclusivcly diat 
no iliois were fired from the front." In 
Oliicr words, since wc Mart with die Im- 
nnilaUe pn-Mnuplinn that Oswald was 
ihi- lone a.ssassin, Hrinp; from the rear, 
all contrary evidence must be dismissed. 
PIAYBOY: Is dure any evidence that some 
jti.us conlil have come from oilicr loca- 
dnns, sucli its ihc railroad overpass? 
lANE: Some sliots may hnyc orifiinaicd 
fr.im other loGitions. ^^y only point is 
that it's impossible to conctudc there was 
a lone assassin, Oswald or anyone else, 
after wc dvicnninc that even otur shot 
otiginated elsewhere. I'mt 1 don't sec bow 
shots could have been fired from the rail- 
road ovcr[>ass widiout aiiracting die at- 
tention of ihc nunu-rous witnesses there. 
T hey would have seen and lieard some- 
one firing a rillc, sina- dierc is no easy 
place to hide on the overpass. But I do 
believe shots came from hnlh the front 
and the rear. It's possible that some shots 
fii»m the rear originated in the i)niIdiiiK 
It<msiiig the Dallas shcrill's department 
— as at least one eyewitness, Charles 
I'.ichm. told mc be thought at ibc time. 
I'.ut let nie u\:iVc clear that to say shots 
inigliL have come from that building is 
i'<»l to imply a sbcrilt or policeman fired 
ii,cm — any more than die Commission's 
(f.nclnsion that shois came from the 
V.ook Dipository lUiilding implicates 
nuy publishing firms with olTices there. 
Let's just say that Dallas law-enforce- 
ment ofTicers would hardly be eager to 
iiivestigaic the possibility that tbc l*rcsl- 
doiit of Ihc United States was shot from 
one of du'Ir own buildings. 
PLAYBOY: Are you charging, in cfTect, diat 
ibc Warien Conunivsion lied — by ignor- 
ing all evidence to the contrary — when it 
(Oncluded diat the 'rrcsident was shot 
otdy from the siMli-lloor window of ibc 
V'Ook Dtpostiory? 

lANE: "Lied" is not my ^vord. After all, 
as news media have assured tis for three 
\Cars now. the members of the Warren 
(V>nmiissii)n arc all bnnnrable men. lUit 
(Ohccrning Oswald's presence in iliat 
xtfindow, there is one piece of crucial evi- 
dence that could prove fairly conclu- 
sively whether be was there or not. A 
few seconds before tbc first shot hit tbc 


President, a lan>ld i.|utin;i;ph 'vas 
taken of tin: I'.oidemi.'l lii i^iislne. It 
VMS developed .Ml [hi- stent', and shows 
tbc sixth door wiiiilow <.f th( l'»ok i)e- 
posltory ninnicnis before die sh us ucre 
bred. 'I hc pittuie was talicn ■)> a D.illas 
resident nanieil .Maiy >b>inin in The LMi 
volumes contain a icp'iii ho-w .i Dallas 
[oini Wiseman, \/bo 
Mivs 


deputy sliet iir. 

rc(piisitioncd the pittuic :rom 
Moorman. On Nn\emlK:r 2:i. Wiscntan 
reported to llu D.dlas shcrin's tlcpart- 
ment that be had lookid at the pidUiC— 
but he was ne\er asked what it sbov.cd. 
His arri{lavit d"cs stale that ibc pl otp 
shows the window wlnic the guiuiaiii 
was alleged to have been fiiin;. but it 
doesn't nieniicn whether ai^yonc i^ in 
the windou-. 'Ihi-. picture wa> turned 
over by the Dallas .hpulv '.liciill lo 
agents of the S- cu t Ser\ ire. t has n_;ver 
been piiblisbfil. No one wili s ly wlierc 
it is. Il is not -iv.iilalde in t ie N.ilioii.il 
Archives. I'lesinnalily. rlur ('.ovcrnnieiil 
has it somewhere, but nobody is talking. 
1 think it's sale tf» assunic dut if ibis 
photo, taken a lew sc(onds b -foie tbc 
shots were fired, showed I.er ()swald or 
anyone else sbof)nng ai the President 
from the Depository windou-. it would 
probably have been published on the 
cover of the Warren Conmus>ioii Report. 
Certainly it \vnul<l have been published 
smiini'hrrr as irrefuLdiic proof of Os- 
■ wald's guilt — and the origin of at least 
.some of the sbois. In light of the picture's 
suppression, yon can draw your own 
conclusions as to what it did or did not 
show. 

PLAYBOY: Did the nature of Piesidc-nt 
Kennedy's wounds shed any lij.lu on the 
origin of the shots? , 
lANE: Thai's a key rpiestinti. Hcinc-nbcr 
at the moment tlic fust sb >l was fired. 
President Kennedy was fr.cing to bis 
front and to bis right — toward the grassy 
knoll. Even the Coiumission (onredes 
dus. Now. if the bullet that siiutk bis 
throat came from tlu- kiudl, ihcn the 
wound would have to be an entrance 
wound. On tlic other hand, if the bullet 
came from tbc Itook Dcpnsitory lUiild- 
ing, bcbiiid the Prcsidcnti.il liinonsine, 
then it would have to be an exit wound. 
EVC17 doctor at Dallas* Piikland Hos- 
pital who examined die xvouiid in 
President Kennedy's throat and made a 
statement to the press on tlic day of the 
assassination said the tbroi t wound was 
an cnlrnncc wound. That means the 
bullet entered Itom die frciil. As T said, 
the Commission itself coiuedes tint the 
Presi<lcnt was looking in the general 
direction of the kn<dl at that moment. 
Tims, the medical evidence Mippoi ts the 
eyewitness testimony of people in Dcaley 
PIa7:.T that some sbois— at least this shot 
— came from tbc grassy knoll. 
PLAYBOYi Rut tbc Warren ('omnnssion 
later condudetl that the tbioai wound 
was, in fact, an exit wound, supporting 
iheir conclusion dial the shots came 


ftoiii the V ▼IH'positoiy. 
lANE: Sure iws- did. T.ui just saying it's 
M> doesn't make it so. even when it's 
l)y_;is I think you Called diem— 
"some of die must distinguished figures 
in American life." The fait is. the Com- 
mission's cnndnsio'n that the wound was 
an exit Wound was as (piestionable as the 
rest of their fnulings. They reached it 
because diey had 10: odieiwise their 
whole case against Oswald as the lone 
assassin would fall apart. And to make 
their cxit-»vound condusitni stick, they 
conveniciilly dis[xised of— or ignored—all 
tbc embarrassing contradictory evidence. 
PLAYBOY! U the throat woniul was an en- 
liancc wound, what lia[)pencd to the 
bullet? None was found in die Prcsi- 
tleiit's body. 

lANE: Whe'tlicr or not a bullet remained 
'ill the President's body can best, perhaps 
only, be detcrmiiie<l by an examination 
of ibe aulopsy X rays. Unt that evidence 
—constituting at law "the hfst evidence" 
— has been suppressed,* and wc arc left 
with the opinions of military physicians. 
The medical authorities who conducted 
the autopsy at the Uetbcsda, Maryland, 
Naval Hospital took one roll of 120 fdin, 
22 color pboiogiapb.s, 18 black-and- 
white prints, and 11 X rays of tbc Presi- 
dent's body. Those photographs and X 
rays could answer the questioii of wlierc 
the bullets jcamc from. Naval Commatid- 
er J. |. Humes, tbc doctor at the X;<val 
ifospltal who bad the photos takeiij to 
assist him in determining the path' of 
the bullet through the President's br^ly, 
testified they were taken from bim by 
agents of the .Secret Service Iicfore tliey 
were even developed. The X rays qnd 
photographs have never been seen . by 
any member of the Warren Commission, 
nor by any of its attorneys. This in- 
credible fact is reluctantly corroborated 
by former ('ommission Counsel Arlen 
Specter, in an interview ir. the October 
10, lOfifi. issue of U.S. Xnrx 0* IVnrlrl 
Itrlwrt. You'll recall tliac the where- 


abouts of the photos was nnknoi u until 
early last November, when, according 
to The Ncxti Yorls Thins of Nov^ nibcr 
2. the Justice Department "distioscd 
that photographs and X rays taken of 
President Kennedy's body at the autopsy 
after his assassination were turned over 
to the National Archives ... by the 
Kennedy family." It's comforting to 
learn that the photos haven't dis- 
appeared, but no non-Governineiii in- 
vestigator will be able to examine the 
material for at least five years. Anyway, 
die main point is not what the photos 
and X rays sliow, but why the Warren 
Comtnisslon never tried to secure tben^ 
ill the first place. The Commission's 
failure to exanu'nc them epitomizes their 
inadcc|uatc investigation. If thpy had 
done everything else perfectly, this one 
vital omission would still be enough to 
discredit their work. 
PlAYBOYi Why didn't tbc Warren 


(:.. Ul^i^^i'Hl ask to CX.ii*W tlic photos 

^ IA';C: I lUii.'t know. I'cili.^ llicy llmu^lit 

K lha il>c evidence mi;;lit confuse ilicni. 
I( ini;;I>l even ituctfnc wiili lliclr itily 

^ |M4C(»nccinionv Wlirn I'lLsiiltiit John. 
MHi U.I* ;iskt»l (his ;it a [hcni conference, 
lu replied. "1 ihirik evt-iy Anieiitiin c:ia 

C« III .IriM.iitrl rhc rciisons why we wouldn't 

H. --it lo h;'\c tlic Ritnnents, tlic records 
;iMd cvcTvihin^ iMnided out in every 
w inR cinlc in the couiury to be cx- 
jtl -iied nnil u%cd wiih(nrt scrvinj;, .my 

il nr olIici;il puriiosc." Well, im one 
li;.* Mi;;j;cstcd thai ihc evidence be 
iiii i/Cil ill ih;ii f.i.shioM — merely that the 
(jiiinn*Nicm should have .tern the cvi- 
(Uiicc before ihcy sif;ncd ihcir Report. 
PIAYOOY; \Vli;H tUd ihc tloctors who coji- 
ib^'ied tlie auiopsy say about the Prcsi- 
cK Ill's wounds? 
. IAK£: At (n>t, iiothiuf;— for tlie simple 
re.iw>n that the Government silenced 
ihcni. Huiuo, wlm conchicicd the autoj> 
>y. lold a Nrw York 'f ivies reporter he 
"h;Kl been r()rbid(ien lo talk" hy ngcnts 
of the FUI. Doctors at Tarkland Ilospital 
U'ho ori{;iiiaIly said the throat woinid 
was an ciiirancc wound were similarly 
vi-.itcd by the and told to make no 
more pultlie statements. In fact, if you 
tnin to Volume 17 of die Warren Com- 
niissi<in iesttnw)tiy, you'll Hnd a most cx- 
ir.i.irdinary certificate written by Dr. 
Humes. It reads: "I. James J. Tlumcs . 

■ ceiiify that I have destroyed by liurning 
cetlain preliniinary draft notes relating 
lo Naviil Medical .School Autopsy Rc- 
pnrt AC)^-L*72 . . ." Tliink about this 
for a momciit. Here we have a com- 
ni.indcr in the United .States Navy, who 
is .ilso n doctor, assijjncd to perform tlic 
autopsy on the" as.sassinatcd President of 
the United .States, burning his draft notes 

■ on the autopsy — really, our notes— 
an<l being silenced by the FIH. And wc 
have crucial evidence, the X rays arul 
pfiotogiaphs, never examined by the 
(a)muiissi()n. If Oswald was the lone nssas- 
iiii, if nil the shots came from the Book 
Di jiosiiory. if everything is as cut and 
dried as the Commission assures us it is, 
ihcti why tlie mystery? Wliy the official 
fcupprc.vsion? Arc wc really 17 years from 
P'S'l? If you wonder wliy Dr. Huincs 
b.irned his notes, I refer you to the state* 
mcnt of one of the most invcTitivc of tlic 
W'.iricn Commission lawyers, Arlen 
Specter, in ih.it interview with U.S. 
Aewi 6" World Ilcl>ort. Here Specter 
c-Kplains that Humes, "hatl never per- 
If-iineil an autopsy on'a President" be- 
It'tc. No doubt he was out on a liousc 
t;til when KoosevcU died, and therefore 

I. -tked ihc prcretpiisitc experience that 
Would have taught hiu\ that valu.ihic 
<"-<»vcrnmcnt documents arc not to be 
d'slroycd. 

PiAYBOYt Have you tried to reacli Humes 
■yourself lo fnid out why be burned his 
4S notes? 


lAHE: 1 wrote to him hut nesci received 
.in answer. 

PIAYOOY; Is ih' tr any physliid evidence 
to support ihe ( ;"nmli^■'ion^ onclusjoti 
that Oswiilil u;is ihe Iniie a'--*a-.>iu? 
lANE: Only I'xhibit number iW. 
PtAYBOY: W iiidl i^? 

lANE: lAhibii of the W.iiieii Com- 
mission RrpoiT is ,1 bulk't (hit is the 
only substaiili.il Imk lutwcti. lite as^a^^i- 
nation and tlu M nuilii hrr-< :;n( aii[> rillc 
die Cornmissiou" I I.iinis lu lo igid to Os- 
wald. Tlieic arc vimc bulb t Ir.v^mnus 
thill tlie Coimu'ssion aho aneinpicd to 
link to (be Mioinlitln r Cut/no, but the 
wliole body ol b.dlistits litt^r;umc tleni- 
onstratcs that lluy arc valueless for pur- 
poses of idenlilitalion. Tlic signirttancc 
of lixhihil 3*)!>. however, ^oes beyond 
the fact that it was used in an elfoi t to 
tic Os^vald to thf murder. The Commis- 
sion's whole .siii;;le-assassin theory rests 
on the fact that (his bullet hit botli I'rcsi; 
dent Kennedy ;iiul Governor C^onnally. 
PlAYflOY! \Vh)> 

lANE; llccausc ihc Zaprudci film shows 
that the ninxinnun time that could have 
separated the wonntling of tlic President 
and of the governor w;is 1.8 seconds. 
The expert who tested the idUged assas- 
sination weapon lor the Government said 
it rcfpiircd a minimum of 2.;l scioiuls 
simply to work the bolt of the Carcano 
rillc. "I'his was the minimum interval be- 
tween tlic two shots, not inthiding the 
lime necessary to aim: thus Oswald tonld 
not have firetl tivicc in less tli;in 2.'^ sec- 
onds, llui the Warren Cfimmission was 
faced with the demonstraI)lc fact that, at 
most, only l.S seconds elapsed between 
the time Picsiilcni Kennedy wassliot and 
the time the governor. \\.ho was sitting,on 
a jump-scat in fri>nt of Kennedy, was liit. 
This meant thir shot that wounded Gov- 
ernor Comially u-as fiifd by soiiii body 
else. As the Comniission's own (ouiisel, 
J. Lcc Rankin, put it: "To siy that they 
were hit I>y si'|>ir.tie bullets is synony- 
mous with sayin;^ iliat there were two as- 
sassins." The Commission vesohed tliis 
dilemma wiih an imaginatiie invention: 
that one bulh t struck the rresidcnl in 
the back of his neck, exited through the 
front of his thio.it, and then si ruck 
the governor, whose reaction to being 
wounded was flelayc<l. The IjuIIci passed 
into the governor's hatk, shattering bis 
fifth rib into multiple fragments; exited 
dirough bis chest, and passetl tliiough 
liis right wrisi, smashing the wri.stbonc, 
struck his thighbone and lodged in his 
left thigh. The bullet that did all this, 
Exhil>it 3!)0, is an almost pure, pri-.tinc. 
Utulamaged bullet. If you look at its 
photograph in the Waiien Uci-ort, you'll 
sec th:ii il isn't ivcn th ntcdl 
PLAYBOYj Vou mean this bullet made sev- 
en wounds in two men, bicaking three 
different honi s, ond wasn't materially 
damaged in the process? 
lANE: I don't mean it — the \\'arren Com- 
mission means it! I think tlic suggestion 


is preposterl^^P-antl so ilid sevei a I of 
tlic doctors > exaiiitncd Connally .md 
his X rays ;Tw'arkIand and Uethesd.i. 
PIAYBOV: Isn't il baiely possible that a 
biillct cotdd do everything the (Commis- 
sion says tins one did and yet emerge 
liii\Calhed? 

lANE: Not even h.irely. I'm afraid. The 
('oiiimissi<in's own cxpeils fired other 
bullets from (he Carcano imo a variety 
of substances, and in each <asc (be bullet 
came out deformed. And the Clom- 
mission vcx'CT tried to have nnc bullet do 
cvrrything that they claim number 
*Iid. One Commissimi cxpefl. Dr. Alfred 
G. Olivier, a vetcrin.irian, fired a bullet 
throiigl) a gelatin block supposedly rep- 
rc>enting the Ptcsident's neck. He wasn't 
asked about the coixlitioi) of the hidiet 
when it emerged. He also fired a bullet 
tlirougli the carcass of a goat, supiKistd- 
ly sinuilatiiig Governor Clonn.dly's hatk 
and chest. That bulh t was "tpiitc Ilat- 
tciied," be testifictl. 'l"hcn he fired a 
bullet into the wrist of a corpse, and 
testified with pride that be had created a 
fracture in the cadaver almost identical 
with the fracture sulfcred hy Governor 
Connally. He also testified, however, that 
the spent bullet from the cadaver w.is 
not like number 31)0 at all. He said, 
"<>)mmission I-'xliibit 399 is not fiattened 
on the end. This one is very severely 
n^ttcned on the end." 
PIAYDOY: Dkl the bullet fragments found 
in the governor's wrist, rib and thigh 
match Exhibit 399? 

lANE: Of cour.<ie not. How do you put a 
jigsaw puzzle together if someone throws 
in a few extra pieces? Dr. Shaw, who 
examined Connally, testified that there 
seemed to be more than three grains of 
metal from ilic bullet lodged in the 
governor's wrist wound, ami still more 
fragments were found in his thighbone. 
But according to FBI tests, less than 
three grains of metal all told are missing 
from Exhibit 399. Tivxc maga/inc, on 
September 10, 19ftr>, summed it up this 
way: "The bullet odercd sullicieni 
grounds to m:tkc the singlc-bullct theoiy 
suspect. . . , Medical men tesiifie<l ih.it 
it could not have done so much damage 
to Connally and emerged in such good 
shape." 

PiAYBOYi The bullet in question, accord- 
ing to llic Warrcti Report, was found on 
Governor Connally's stretcher at Park- 
land Hospital. If it didn't fall out of his 
body, where did it come from? 
lANE: Who knows? First of all, die ^Var- 
rcn Commission artfully distorted the 
testimony of the senior engineer at the 
hospital, Darrcll C. Tomlinson, to con- 
clude that the bullet was in fact tliscov 
crcd on Connally's stretcher. However, 
if you read Tomlinson's testimony for 
yourself, you'll find all he would ever say 
was that he saw it roll from a stretcher 
that was left in the hospital corridor. He 
didn't kno\v if it was Governor Conn.Tlly's 
itrctclicr. President Kennedy's streiclicr 


i,r cvfi. ilic Mrcidicr of son^.uilly »m- 
|.-l.in; twiicnt. UuiKinlfcr. iii.iny pcoiilc 
(o ilic l.o%i.ii.iI iby: cvtii 
|.hV -.'itUy AV.i^ (tare. :i((Onling lo two 
-f, i;",l, r tiinrsv.A. iriclii'Iin;; Stiippv 
Umh.miI nrwsm.in Sci1> Kainor. wlio icv 
i.f.i-,1 ili.li he liilU.I to KnUy ilicic. Tlic 
of toiirsc. iliMcgiirdal hi% 

K-Mitii-'liy. 

riAYftOY: llo )'»>' "''•"'^ Uiiby— or soinc- 
„i.c tlsc— pliii'iol ihls iMiIIci OH ihc 
».Kul"-r lo iiuriniiiMlc Ow.iUI? 
lANE: ThaC uit.tiiily i% :i powil)iliiy 
lli.ll Oioiild be cx;.iniiK(l. since it would 
.-.fcoin.l for a lot of haniiiiK things ;il)OUl 
r.xliil'ii 390— itichitlinj; llic priMinc con- 
.liiioi. of ihc bullet iificr supposedly 
*ni.nl'iiig tbc bodies niid bones of two 
men. 

riAYDOYi Conldn'l tlierc be a more in- 
irf>cci.f cxpbn;nion for ibc conirndic- 
lions MirroundinK ibis bidlet tb;ui 
it w;»s dclil)cr.itcly pbuiird ii% p;irt of a 
(onspir;icy lo fnniic 0>w;dd? 
lANE: I'cibap'i. I^ut none srenis :ippiir- 
int. Tbc "tore I've sludinl ilic wliolc 
ijiioiion of Mxliibil 300, llic more f;Hi- 
uMic it be<oim%. Tor ex;nm>Ic, two 
iIccbiSMficd FUI iiuiopsy reports, daied 
J)cccnd)cr 0, lOfii. and j;inii;ny 13. MMil. 
were lecenily diM:overc<l in (he Niitiomil 
Archives in Washington. They siine (liiily 
that ibc bullet in <picsiioii enttrcil Presi- 
dent Kennedy's hticli~i\oi his neck, 
miiul yovi. as liu- Conmilssion claims — 
antl ilid not (oniiniic ihrougli his bnily. 
The rUI agcnis who aitcndtd the auiop- 
sy i»;K>rtcd ihai Coinin.iruler Ilumcs 
iuud ilieii — \vii;uf\er he may have since 
. rlaini'-d lo the c<'>ntr:iry— ihat there was 
"no jioint of exii"; thac liie Itullct pcne- 
irated the Piesideiit'.s baik a very short 
ilisiance. The (vvo KISI agniis, James 
W. Mbert and Wancis X. O'Neill , who 
were prcseni dming ihc autopsy at 
Uctlu'sda Naval Hospital, said that Dr. 
Ilunn-s prolnd ihe back wound with his 
(ingi-i and dirlei n)ine<I tlial the bidlei 
bad iravelcil "a short disiance, inasnuich 
a% tl»> end ol die opening could lie fell 
wiili the lingLT." .Siuce no bullet was in 
the I'resideni's hack and "ihere was no 
IKiini of exit." the af;enis said I lumes was 
puzzled as lo I he wlu-reabouis of the 
bidlft. Afui' lieiiig informed thai a bullet 
was "fiHind on a stretcher'* at Parkland 
I lospind — piesumably the President's 
wrch her — anl that the President had 
IkcI' suhjeci' d lo external cardiac mas- 
ifiKC diere. "Dr. Humes stated that the 
I^UI- rn was tlear ibat llic one bidlet Iiad 
ijnioed ihc Prisideni's 'Watk and had 
*l^or..'-d its way out of ilie hotly dining 
Cj>it(inal rai.'.iac massage." This cxpla- 
ijaii..ii appv.irs to he rorroboraied by 
(.otx.ict rin(k, anniher pliysician present 
ai lit ,* au(op>.y. who was ipioied by Secret 
iK:r\ice agent Uoy Kellerman. also pres- 
ent during ihc .lutopsy, as having said, 
*Tri.t!ic are no limes for an outlet of this 
cony ill this man's shoulder." Perhaps 
Uii» explains why Comniaiider Humes 
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ihc ('^iiiiiiissKin'^ ly cniitriidictcd 

wli.ii lie I' iti wriiu'ii ilowii. Not only is 
(his a furlltcr iinii<iiii(.ii licit the au- 
Kijivy rcronls ^*'crt: Uiniju-ral iviili licforc 
piihlic.i'ioii in tlic W'iirrcn Report but 
ii ;iUo ri-ImiN the Cnnmii.sslon's fiintii^y 
:ilKMit I-Ahiliit yyj UillinK both I'rcsidciit 
Kciiiiftly iiiul r.o\cni<)|- Conuiill ^ Y . In 
addition, Govcriinr Oonnnliy himvcU 
said oil ;i CIVS icIvviNion show on Sep- 
tember 27, Iflfil: "I undciM.ind there is 
Konic <|MC'Mion in the minds of the cx- 
pcrr.s ;d»out wlicihcr or not wr foidd 
both hiivc Ikch hii by the s;niie bullet 
. . . (lie lirst bnllct. I jnsi ilon'i hap- 
pen to btlicvc liiat. I won't believe it, 
never will believe it. because, afinin, I 
heard the Hrsi sliot. 1 rcco^ni/cd it for 
wh;it I thonght it was. I h:ul time to 
turn tf> 117 to see wliat had happened. 
I w.is in the proccw ol turning ng.iin be- 
fore I felt die impact of ,t bullet." ^trs. 
C^nnally, wbo " M;ucd next to the 
governor, ;dso su-ears President Ken- 
nedy iv:is hit before her husband <ind 
by a separ;uc bullet. The Warren Com- 
niiNsion chose to ignore dicir testimony 
—and if they weren't dealing wiih the 
governor of Texas, the Commission 
w{>iild probably have impeached Con- 
nally's integrity, as they did with less 
prominent nonconforming witnesses. 

.And here's somcihing I just found out: 
I recently spent several hours in the 
studios of WNEW-TV here in Manhat- 
tan, searcliing for footage for a docu- 
mentary program, and in tlicir library I 
foiuitl what may be the sole remaining 
video tape of the press conference held 
in Dallas' i'arktand Hospital on tlie after- 
noon of the assassination. This pariicvdar 
fdm was taped by Siation Wl'AA-TV in 
Dallas, an AUG aifiliate. WFAA and all 
the otluT local stations were visited after 
the avsassination by I'UI and Secret Serv- 
ice agents and asked 10 surrender all their 
tapes of the Iiospital news conference. 
Hut iliis film segment was flown to New 
York .soon after the assavsinaiion and 
gathered thist in WNKW's fdcs for three 
years, apparently without the I'UI being 
aware of its existence. The fdm shows 
Dr. Rohcri Shaw, otie of the physicians 
attending Governor Goinially, speaking 
10 the press at -1:30 i-.M. on November 
22. After Dr. Shaw <lcscribcd tlie gover- 
nor's wounds, he sai<l the bullet that 
caused the governor's wounds remained 
at that time in Coiuially's thigh. This is 
two and a half hours after r.xhibit 399— 
Uie bullet that the* Commission claims 
caused all the governor's wounds, includ- 
ing the thigh wound — was found by par* 
jell Tomlinson. So if anything else was 
needed to discredit Kxhibit 399, here it is. 
If there was a btdlct it) the governor's 
cliigli two and a half hours after Exhibit 
30'J so conveniently found near the 
Mrctcht r, where is it now? 
riAYsOYi Tor that matter, where is the 
bullet that you cjuotcd tlic l-'UI as say- 


ing cnten cl rh-- l*Tcsiih:nt's bick and did 
nol exit? 

lANE; As I ii du.itcd .1 inoni' 111 ago. that 
may be lAliibii VMl 

PIAYBOY: Their sccni'- to 'ic some confu- 
sion about (he tiumhcr of liullets fircil. 
\\'t)uld you ;;o over iheuj one .it :i time? 
lANt: The Gonunissron ((included that 
three bullets were fncd. with t\*o hits. 
*l'hey say fuic strut I; llu' bat k of the 
Tresident's iied;. exiled from his throat ■ 
and then passed on into Gf,vern<ir Coii- 
nally. Aiioihcr .shoi nli^s(•d. Another 
bullet— ihc lai.d fiiM - tlx.ii siruik llic 
I'resideiU in the head, llui shooting from 
the Dcp'i'-iiory window, <.)s'.vald simply 
wouldn't have been able 10 -litii and fire 
three shots at a nu>viiig lai^er in the tiinc 
lie had to shoot. Othei ewdciue further 
rebuts the Goniiiiissinn's sctjucnte. Roy 
Kellermaii. the Set r' t Seivite agi*nt rid- 
ing in the I'tesidi'niial linr>ii->iiie, K^stificd 
that right after the fust sli )l. he distinctly 
heard the rnsideiu say. "My God, I am 
hit!" Although subjcited 10 intense cross- 
examination. Kellerinan insisted this is 
wliat the I'lesidcnt wid. Now when 
could Kennedy have said this in the se- 
cpiencc olTercd us by the Commission? 
Surely not before he was hit. Suiely not 
after a bidlti ripped ihrougli his throat, 
severely damaging his vocal cords. Sure- 
ly not after the fatal shot drove a por- 
tion of his skull into the street. So the 
C^otumission's review of events docs not 
accommodate the I'resith'iu's verbal re- 
action to the (list shot. It ;ds(i contravenes 
the (csiiinony of Go\crnor and Mrs. 
Connally aliotit the hrst shot, iitxl ilie 
re[)orl on the atUopsy by ilu- two I-'llI 
agents, Siben and O'Neill, wlio rc- 
p(nied, you will retail, that one bullet 
iiad entered "a rni;;i r's h iiglh" into the 
I'resiileni's ''/I'A and lodj;c<i tben;. 

A moic plausible setpieiice, which— 
uidikc the Warren Comiiiisvion's version 
—conflicts wiili none of the above evi- 
dence, is this: The first bidlct siiut k the 
president in the back, cmsing the non- 
fatal, nonpenetrating "lingcr's length" 
wound to which Siberi and O'Neill tes- 
tified in their FlU repoii. This %vound 
was not in the back of the neck, but' be- 
low the President's shoulder, ronespond- 
ing exactly to the holes in the UmV. of his 
shirt and jacket. I don't sec how a bullet 
could have enteretl the back of his neck 
and made a h(de in the back of his shirt 
and jacket more than five imhes below 
the top of his collar. In any case, after 
this first, nonlethal bullet sirucki the 
President exclaimed, "My God. I am 
hitl" Anothei bullci — lei's call it lUillet 
Nund)er Twf». even though it may not 
be the second in the secjuencc — v/as fired 
from the knoll in front of chc car, strik- 
ing the President in the throat and caus- 
ing the entrance wound lo which the 
doctors at Parklatid Hospital referred in 
their statements to the press on ihc day 
of the assassination, A third bullet, evi- 
dently from behind, struck Governor 


Coiuiall* fourth bullet missed the 
linioiisJt,^^ nd its orcupanis. striking ilie 
curb and leaving behind lead traces Liter 
(liscovefetl by tlic Fill. This bitllei 
shattered into fragments when it hit the 
curb, and otic .of the fragments — or per- 
haps a piece of concrete — struck .i spec- 
tator, James . Taguc. wounding him 
superficially In the face. A fifth bullet 
then struck the President in tbc head, 
killing him. This bullet nuist also have 
been fired from in front of the car. from 
tlie direction of the grassy knoll, bcfausc 
the Zaprudcr flames — when arraiigc<l in 
the sctpiciice in which they were taken 
— show the I'resident driven hack into 
his seat with considerable force under 
(he Impact of the bullet. That could not 
have happene<I if the bullet ha<l been 
fired from behind the limousine. And as 
I mentioned earlier, a |)ortion of the 
Presi<ient'5 sktdl was driven back to the 
left, and rear, ' inding in the street be- 
hind the car; i( I he .shot had come from 
the rear, iliat skull fragment would have 
to have been driven fonmrd. So, all told, 
wc have five shots fired — not including 
the one tliat may have hit the traffic sign 
— four of them hitting either (he Presi- 
dent or Governor Connally, and at least 
two of them, or possibly three, fired from 
in front of tlie Presidential limousine. 
PLAYBOY: Didn't die Commission consider 
this scqiLcnce? 

lANE: Possibly they considered but 
they certainly couldn't accept it. ..ec;aisc 
" they must have seen at least two d.I.-.gs 
wrong with it from their standpoint. 
First of all, five shots couM not all be 
fired by the same man in the availai>lc 
time, and that would dispose of die 
Commission's single-assassin theory. Sec- 
ondly, shots came from both the front 
ami the rear of the car, and this would 
also have canceled out the possibility of 
a single assassin. In order not to contra- 
dict its theory, the Warren Commission 
ignored the evidence and invcnicd its 
own convenient thrcebullet setiuencc. 
Yet it flows from the evidence diat there 
were, in fact, five shots. 
PLAYBOY: What about the rific from which 
the Commission claims all the shots were 
fired? Vou indicate in your botik that 
Oswald's Mannlichcr-Garcano couldn't 
have been the sole weapon involved in " 
the assassination. Why? 
LANE; For the simple reason that the rifle 
just couldn't have done what tlic Warren 
Commission said it did. It was an old, 
inaccurate weapon. 

PLAYBOY: The Commission concluded 
that "various tests showed that the .Mann- 
licher-Carcano was an accurate rifle and 
that the use of a four-power scope was 
a substantial aid to rapid, accurate fir- 
ing . . Do you challenge these tests? 
lANE: I don't challenge the tests; I rely 
ujwn thcin. I diallcngc the conclusion 
ihc Warren Commission draws from 
them. The rifle tests prove the Mannlich- 
cr-Carcano could not have fired the shots. 
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„le«<.l.ic siKlu tl.:in will, nn onli- 
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„i> 111 acc.irale riRc. Noi>'.>i"e aK;iin. 
nine . (l-ercs and liHe manuals ami ciiry- 
cIo;>ciiias aj;rce . 
is an rsircmely |..K.r. dual, ami iiiaioi- 
MIC ssiamin. The price alone is an imli- 
..illon. OswaM "••'s snl.posed .o have 
l<,n-hi il from a Chira(;o mail-order 
lioiiM- lor SlS.Va. pins S7.i:i for a scope. 
In t-t. lhal Mirplns llallan carhinc 
presenlly sells tor S3 if you bny il in 
lols ol 25 or more. I don't have to tell 
1.1.AV1..1V reaiiirs how much a Rood, 
atciir.ic rilli- wilh a scope costs; you 
i-an'l :;cl one for less than .^'iO. 
piAYaCiY: Vmi wrote in your liook that Os. 
w;dd's ammunition ivas almoM 20 years 
ol<l. implyinR it was defective. Was it? 
lANE; Let ntc tpiotc from the Warren 
Coimiiissioii tliis lime. The Report stati:s 
lljitly that the annnnnitioii for the rifle is 
cnrrenlly heinR manufactured by the 
Olin-Malhicsoii Company . In other 
words, llie hullcts could have been in 
branil-nesv. tiptop shape. llciiiR a suspi- 
cious type, one of my invesii;;ators wrote 
to Olin-Mathieson. and learned that the 
fi.S-liim Mannlliher-Carcano cartridsc 
has not been mamifactnred since lO'l'I. 
Sinci- the Comniission could discover no 
other .sources for this bullet, and since 
Ihc powder in a bullet deteriorates in 
lime, wc must conclude, as Olin-Malbic- 
son did, that "the rcliabiliiy of such am- 
nuinition ss-oiild be qticstionablc today." 
PlAYr.oy; Let's accept your ari;nineut that 
the rifle svas poor tind the ammunition 
antiijuated. Cmihln't Oswald still have 
niaiiiiRcd to deliver three Iticky shots? 
lANE; Il's niiithcuiatically possible. If I 
leam-d out of this window and stptccrcd 
olf iliicc shots svith my eyes closed, it's 
nuithcniatically possible that I could 
briii;j tlowii a helicopter hcaditiR for the 
ran Am nnitdiiiR. AI! I'm saying is it's 
not true, as the Commission states, that 
Osw.tld hatl everything Roing for him 
lli;it day, from an "accurate" rifle to 
jfrcsh ammunition. Any man ttsing' that 
^illr, and firiiiR at a moving target with a 
kcU^copic sight from a sixth-floor svin- 
llow, was opetating tinder a terrible 
liaii.licap. And the facts show that five 
kliois or more were fired. .Since il lakes 
11.5 seconils just to woik tlie bolt of the 
Mannliclier-f'arc.ino — accortling to the 
icst.mony of I'UI rille cxperl Ronald 
Sininions — iliai is not mathematically 
lK>xsibIc in the 5.6 secinids that the Coin- 
nuvsion concedes is the maxinuiin time 
Oswald wotilil have had to fire from the 
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I'.fiol, lV|»o\itory wii 

?lAYftOY: Lvcri if OnwwIijmI [Kittr Cfiuip. 
lUCiil lo \lin'>I With. <li(li)'l tliC Onii* 
riiwi'iii fniidnitc lie w.l^ .in I'XCfllciil nIhu? 
t^NC: 'I'll. It (iiticluM'oii i\ (III .1 Icvi-I widi 
liir ic-i ftf i!n-ir fiiiiliin;s. Tlir f.irr In tli.u 
(».»/:.M t.MK It rr-I.'irivf lv [^.VM OiiW. If you 
. ./.: :.f ;.i.r* i:.-.: siMC in t!ic 

..;iu*iir — '■""<' I'*; time there's 

^(.(Mii' ho '-vt-r firni .1 rtHc — you'll fnifl he 
norcd f»tily one [Kiiiit .-tliovc ihc lowest 
i\>'.iiitic (iihilificiirinii. One nf his I)ii(l(Me:t 
ill the M:Miiirs . Nt'l'-nii I)(-Ip;i(ln, t nltl nic 
if'iil O'.w.ihl wiiVMuli ;< [Kior shot he w;is 
ihc I;uii;hiitKMOck of the Mjuatl. hcc;iiisc 
ivhco Osw;iI(I fired. 'Wf-iRKic's drawers" 
*irtcii popped ii|>. Maf;j;ic'.s drawer* is a 
11(1 (laK waved whenever n hiillct com- 
p'Ctcly iiiivM'v the larsei. y\iid Dclf^ado 
:<dd!i, iiKidentally, that when he told 
■ his to l''ltl ageiils. they arfjueil with 
hill) for iluec hours, tryinfj to hrow- 
l«Mi him iiiio changitin his testimony, to 
n.iie lliat Os'v.ild w.is ,1 good slioi. Uiw* 
vers call ihis an atiem|)t at suhortiatiou 
(if prrjiny. The Cominission also indicat- 
nl that had atmospheric conditions at 
die time of the test could have account- 
M for Oswald's had .showinp;: in the Rc- 
;»ort you'll find the explanation that "It 
mifilu well have been a bad day for 
firing the . rifle — windy, rainy, dark." 
Well, I've been a lawyer Ion;; enough to 
Viuiw dial whenever weather is a factor 
i:i a K-);.il pvoceedinj;. all you have lo do 
i» Mtlijiocna the records of the U.S. 
We.iiher liutL-au for the tlay in tpicstion. 
.^■o / called ihc Wcallicr Uureau and tlicy 
s.ii<I diat the wcatlier in the Los AiircIcs 
aiiM for llie day of Oswald's Marine 
.<inps rifle test was not "windy, rainy, 
tiaik.." It was sunny, bright and cloud- 
K*^s. Willi a icinperature ranging between 
7- antl 70 degrees. Rcfore in<lulgiiig 
ill >pecuI.itiiMi, the Warren Comniisslon 
^liMuId have contacted the Weather 
Uuic.iu. Teilinps they did— and ignored 
ilic infuriii.iti(M) when it proved incon- 
venient f-ir their thesis iliat their niarks- 
ni.in, Oswald, had tlone poorly on his 
liile test only because of poor weather 
t*»nditIons. While this Is a relatively nii- 
iHiF jh>int. it indicates how the Comniis- 
vi«m u]»crat(»l. 

MAVeOY; Itiit after having Oswald's 
uv.ijMiii listed, ilic Comniission conclud- 
»tl itiai he had "(he capability to fire 
ihuv sh.Ks. with two hits, widiin 4.8 and 
seitii.iU," 

^*''*' '''^'^ ^'^ "^^ Os- 

I'vivnisc. the Clnmiuission asked 


w.,Id\ 


dure >r..Meis of the National Rillc Asso- 
ii..ii.ui- ihuc of ihc best rinemcn die 
s^ii.iimVi..M tutdd find— to duplicate 
■.Ku.,:,;\ iv.n. l hapiiencd. 
■ MM ill. the duee e\perts found ibcy 

: ' ''^*-''> ;diu dtc rifle correctly, 

•tt\..uv iho lelexopic sight was iniprop- 
etiy .ilimietl; it aU> wobbled, became it 
■.va\ jkKuly ait.itlial. 


PIAY60Y: CoiiUlii'l die sig'it ll.ivc hccn 
Inox:ne<l or damaged nflcf tin: assassina- 
tion? . 

lANE; reih.ip-.. At any r.tte, the (>>rnniis- 
.siiui was gi.i. imis' cn'>u;;h tn jirrniit a 
gunsiniih m u^' l the xopr by wilding 
two 01 ihur inef.il shims to ihc rille be- 
fore the N.R A. riflt riicn rndcnnoii the 
lest. \W>. O-w.iId Ii.kI all.-edly f.rcd 
from ffO fci t -dnive tin- gr<Miiid~ but the 
Crfiniinission's c\pei ts were allois'ul to 
fire from a pi if li ,ln frei .,hovc the 
Kioiind. Oswald .dlcgC'lly (nnl at a mov- 
ing taij;ei — but ihe espi.-iiN wi re mid (o 
fire slaiioi.iiv tarj;< is. U'lu 'n Ossv.ild 
allegedly fired fmm ibe simIi II, .or win- 
dow of the r.oiik llcposlttMY. be could 
see oidy the 1km<I and shoiddei^ of the 
President — but ihe cxprris veie provided 
with large body .siHuMici tes fi)r targets. 
According to the Ciommission. the niost 
difJicult -shot f(M- OswaM ivas the hrsi one. 
because the rrrsi{lent was seen reading 
lo the wound only cighi tcnilis of .a sec- 
ond after he would have boconie visible 
to Oswald, the car having just passed 
from behind a large tree. So that's the 
shot that rctpiired tbc greatest .skill — 
but the cx|icit marksmen were told to 
take ail the time they wanted for the 
first shot. Well, ilicse three master ride- 
men shot a toial of IS rounds, and firing 
from half the height, at large, stationary 
targets wirb a resijrhted rifle, spending 
many seconds lining up on ihr target for 
the first shot, not one of them was able 
to bit the head or netk area of the taigct 
with ntiy of the 18 builcf.. Whai con- 
clusion did the Warren Conunission 
draw from all of this? That Oswald 
could easily have done what three of.the 
top marksmen in the couniry. under in- 
finitely belter circumstances, could not do. 
PIAYBOY: .Still, weren't Oswald's finger- 
prints and palmprinis found on the 
Mannlichcr-Carcano? 

lANE: Oswald's fiiigei prtuis were fiot 
found on the Nfannlichei-Carcano, hut 
one of the cornerstones of die early case 
against him was a charge by the Dallas 
police that Oswald's pnhnJ)ri>H was 
found on the rifle. After this rhargc was 
matfe, the supervisor of the I'ltl latent 
fingerprint section. Sebastian V. L.itona, 
exatnined the weapon caielully, using 
the most modern tcchnitpies availalilc, 
highlighting it. side-lighting it, etc lie 
said be could find no trace of Oswald's 
palinprint anywhere on the rifle, and 
that even if Osivald had used ilie rifle, 
it would be ditficiilt to deicnninc if 
prints were there, since it \va.s construct- 
ed of such poor wood an I nict.d that 
they might not regisicr. The Dalb.s po- 
lice then cvptaiiicd that Oswald's palm- 
print had previously been 01. the rifle, 
but was "lost" in the process of "lilting" 
it from die rille. That is, the lifted print 
remained in the Dallas police station " 
wllilc tlic riilc was sent to Washington. 


riAYDOY; Wt is the "lifted" plint now? 
lAHE: I ili'VnjIine it's still in D.dl.is. At one 
time it , was shown to I.aiona, who 
testified th.tl be visv it — but not on die 
rifle, of couisc. Yet the W.iiten Ciommis- 
sion ignored Iwiton.i'.s expert leMiinriny 
.ihoui the rifle not sbowiiif; any tiates 
of a print, and accepted the wmd of tin* 
D.I lias police. <le( l.ii inp uncipti vocally 
that Oswald's palmpiint bad been on die 
rifle. Hut even if the rille did Ix-Iorif; in 
Oswabl. tlicrc was no reason why tirhrr 
his pabn print or fiiiget pi ints, or boih. 
Aliouldn't be oil it. *l'hc (piestion is; \\';,^ 
that rifle used to fire at I'resideni Kcn- 
' nedy. and was Oswald ibe man who fiied 
it? ^^erely establishing ownership of a 
Kea[H)n does not constitute proof of 
guilt, partlculaily .since one interpreta- 
tion of the body of evidence would indi- 
cate that there was an attempt to frame 
Oswald well in advance of November 
22. And there is gfiod rvidcncc th.it.not 
only was Oswald's iMannlidiev-CiiitiiH-.i 
nnt the nuirder weapon bni that a total- 
ly different rifle w.is discovered In ihc 
Hook Dei>ository. The weaimn orlRinally 
foinul on die sixtli floor was firmly and 
repeatedly identified at first as a 7.r>5 
Ccrm:;!) Afauscr, aiul not a 0.5 Italian 
Carcano. 

riAYDOY:Tlie Commission explained that 
the rifle "was initi.illy identified as a 
^fauscr 7.65 . . . because a deputy con- 
stable who was one of the fiisi to sec it 
diought it looked like a ^^ause^. ffc 
neither handled the weapon nor saw it 
at close range." 

lANE: The Commission didn't cxi>Iaiii It; 
they explained it away. The deputy 
constable they refer to is Deputy Con- 
stable Seymour Weitrma ii. the first 
officer to sec the wcai>on on. ?<bveniher 
22. The Commission says he^ieitbcr 
bandied (be weapon nor saw it at dose 
range, but in the appendix to my hook 
you'll find an affidavit signed by Weii?- 
man on November 23 giving a <letaile(l 
description of the , wcajwn as a "7.G5 
Afauser bolt action erpuppcd wIiIi a -l/iS 
scope, a thick leather brownish-black 
ih'ngon it." Weit/.man also described the 
rifle as "gun metal color . . . blue metal 
. . ." and said that "the rear portion of 
the bolt was visibly worn . . Does this 
sound like die description of a man wlio 
had "neither handled the weapon nor 
seen it at close range"? In the event you 
avsume tliat Deputy Constable Weltz- 
maii was not too bright, that [KThaps he 
w.isn*t up on rifles or made a mistake, lei 
me point out that Weit/man was a grad- 
uate engineer who before beconnng a 
Dallas police officer had owned a sj>ort- 
ing-goods shop where he soM rifles. And 
Weiizman isn't the only one who iden- 
tified tbc weapon as a German Mauser. 
Two other Dallas police officers were 
present when the gun was found, and 
tlicy both described it as a 7.G5 Mauser. 
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thill llic ride found on llic siMli floor 


nf il.< nook Di-posiiory w: 


s n l)nIt-:iCMon 


Miii.^ -r. I( wii-- only l;uc on Novcmhcr 
L'li ll.il llic Moiy iilintptly chanRcd. Jin.l 
r,y v.iMc rc;«i "f Tflrninin, lltc niiinlcr 
V.......H. (/'-'^.m" :. M;H.n- 

IW il..ir rintr. of ^OlI;sf•. il.r [.oliu: 
h.Ml liiiif to cjirc-fiilly sc-jirtli OsumM'n 
lioim*. 

riAVliOYi Arc you sayhiR lh;u ibc D:ill:ts 
|Mii;(c .swiirhal llic M;niscr for llic 
M;uinliclicr-(::trc:>no in order lo frame 
(KuMid? 

lANE: I'm siiiti>ly MiKKc-iiiiS 'I's p"^^'- 
Iiilliv lli.1t Miniild be iiivcMif;:itcd. For 
fx;ni'ij»lc. when Nt;nin:i ()sw;>ld firsi 
IiciOd llir nt ws nf li<r Iiiisliitiid'.s iiiicsl. 
file nislud lo \\u: i:,ur.ii\c u* ilial; on ilie 
lillc-.ii>d hncr tirsiiried lliai slic llioii-;!!! 
fchc ^:iw it lln-ic rcMint; on a shcU. 'l licn 
ihc police arrived and "later it 

lurnod out tliai die rillc was not iliere 
(and! I didn't know what lo think." Nei- 
ther ilo I. The Dallas polite <|uickly ex- 
plained that ^rarina had not really seen 
the Mannlichcr-Carcaiio on die Raiasc 
shell: she had only seen a rollcd-np 
blanket and niisiakcn it for the rifle. Of 
coinse, tlic AVarrcn Commission whole- 
hcaiietlly cndorsfd diat explanation. The 
Italian carbine, which cnidd he tr.iced to 
O^w-.Id — to the Comniission's satisfac- 
tion, at least — was accepted as the mur- 
der "weapon, and wc heard no more 
about die 7.05 -Ccrman ^^ansc^. 
PlAVfiOY: Ar um, you seem to he looking 
for a conspiracy. Isn't it possible that in 
llic <liaos following the assassination, the 
rifl* could have been mistakenly iden- 
lifnd? 

LANE; Vcs, ii's possible, but if that were 
the case, and the Connnission sincerely 
dcsiicd to resolve the discrepancy, all 
ituy had to do was ask Deputy Consia- 
I»tc Wcit/maii to examine the rifle and 
tell them whedicr or not it was the 
wca[>on he discovered in the Rook De- 
|>os!tory. Uut wlien Wcit/man appeared, 
lie was never .shown the rifle. Consider 
this a moment — the policeman who first 
illM'ivcrccl the weapon that allegedly 
kilUtl the President of the United States 
ii'it even ask<:d to Idci'uify this weapon 
by ilic I'lCsidcntial Commission Investi- 
RaiMiR the ass;is.sInation. Anyway, when 
I liMilicd befoic the Commission, I ilid 
dciM.ind io see the weapon, and after 
Mime prnciasti nation, the Commission 
;tn>t\vetl in- Hi examine u. Now, I'm not 
a liflc cxpvrt <»r a policeman, but I was 
abl<: to tako one look at that weapon 
and unIu-,ii.nhiRly identify it as a C.5 
ll.'Iiaa rifle, not a 7.05 German Mauser. 
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.^or v/rocl sportswear 
(You hcve {o look for the "W" because it's silent) 

Whot molos Iho siloni "W" so speciol? Tho Wronglor noma, sign o( wruggcdly 
hondsomo spoflswcor. lite pcfmcncnt press pools styled for the "mod" mon or for the 
traditional; no-iron shirts in solids or wide-track stripes; water-proof jackets. In a variety 
of inspired colors, both traditional and mod, too, in oil popular sizes, priced from $5 to $7. 

Mr.Wronolcr,350FifihAvenuo, Now York, N.Y. 10018 : ^ 


^ (Iic pill ^vTtc tlic iii;iii^VniK'i*s u<n(I\ 
*"\l,Mii, iiAi.^" ;iinl .5." 

M i';.AY0OY: Sn jriu i)L'IiL'vf tlic uc;ii»nn 
i..i;;iii:tlly found u.n n Cicriuaii ^f.■n^scr 
4 w;is I.nci jwiulictl lo nil It;i!i;m cnr- 

liiiic dial would iiKriinin;itc 0%umI(I? 
lANE: fill not ccii.iiri. Itut I (Iihik it's .n 

h iiioic ptaii^ililc cxpl.in.itioii [Ii.iii iliat all 
%\»}^C l)alla% |>oticL' ollicci'^ cxaiiiinal .1 
(tllc tli.ir had "NtAiir: hai.v" siainjifd on 
ii and iIk-ii ini>takcnly told tiic world 
ii w.i\;i Ccrni;iM Mau>cr. Kcinnnhcr, the 
.\[;iir.cr <tcMri|HIoii laMcd for a full day, 
iMid it w.)i only after it was dc(idcd tliat 
( '.%w:dtl owiird an Italian carhiiic that 
the story changed. 

riAYDOY: ^'ou'vc .said why you don't I)C- 
licvc that ihf MaiinhchcT-Carcano could 
h-ivc fired die shois in tlic rc(|tui-cd 
:iuioniU of time. A^smntn;; ihcsc initial 
ir|}oris of a iMauvcr discovered on the 
»ivth lioor of the Depo-siinry arc correct, 
foiild this gun have <lnnc the jnh? 
lANE: Rifle cvitciis af;rce ih.u a Mauser 
is certainly a far more accurate weapon 
ihnn tlic aiitifiuc tlie Conunissinn placed 
in Oswald's hands; in fact, almost nny 
tific is better than the Maiuilichcr- 
Carcano. Itut ihc main point, the crucial 
p'>Iiit, is the nunil)cr of shots and their 
ililfcreni points of origin. I'm not a 
liflc expert, Imt I don't believe any rifle 
— nnlcss it*.s ;t rcmarkalily advanced one 
— could siniuIt;uicously inflict wounds 
finm opposite directions. 
riAYOOYj If, as you claim, there's no 
(vitlciicc confirminp; that Osw.ild was 
«; pal)lc of rnmniitiiii;^ the crime even 
with an accurate weapon, is there any 
r' idtncc indicaiiuf; that lie \vas even in- 
\nlvcd in the assassination? 
I'.NE; ^\V^I, ihc \\'arren Conmiission ccr- 
i.'inly pnidiKcd a lot of it. I'm just say- 
iiiR it's not very convincing. 
PiAYBOY: If Oswald wasn't involved, as 
)«>u seem to feel is the case, then why 
(lid he leave the Depository and, accord- 
ing to the Commission, kill Tippit? 
lANE: It's very dinuiilt to find out exact- 
ly ivfint Oswald did after the President 
was shot. You can hardly turn to the 
Warren Coiinnission as a source of iin- 
ciriiif;. accurate information on this or 
any other subject, and Oswald himself 
ivas shot dead before he was able to 
make any public statement other than 
that he was innocent. 
riAYDOYi But the Commission did 
iiconstruct bis movements. 
I lANE: Yes. duy did, but their reconstruc- 
tion is doubtful at hcf,t. Don't take my 
I »void lor it: read Time. In its css;iy of 
I V-ptcmber lb, lOf.f., Time wrote: *'In 
j "yii'?: to reconstruct Oswald's flight 
.| lioui the sniper's nest in the Book De- 
p'lsitoiy lluildin;;. the Conunission al- 
lowed for a near-miraculous scries of 
• 'itncideiiccs and split-second timing." 
What the Commission says is that in . 
a I'lc 43 minutes between the President's 


ass;issini((Ioii jumI thr fil-t npoit of 
Tippit's intiidri. O'.w.dd i.ucd ilowri six 
flights of st;nis. r.iii nut 'if lli<^ Book 
Deposiloiy, w;ilkfd srveii bl'uks to a 
bus stop, got on a bus, g.ii oil afltr a 
few stops, hailed a i.ixicab, leit ihe taxi, 
walked batk four bloi ks to his rooming 
house, cliangrd his dothrs and then 
w;dkrd nine iciuhs of a ini'e to the spot 
where he was Mi|ij>f)scd to b.ivi' slun Tip- 
pit. Let's jii>t slop :ii)d i'X;iniinr one 
point in this ic< onvii uction — .i \ iial one 
in detei mining wIiciIu.t oi not ()>w.ild 
realty shot :tt [\< iincdv fioni ilie D-'posi- 
tory. The O'lnniission \;iy. ii took Os- 
wald one uUMMif and 110 s-'omils if> get 
from the sixili floor of tin Ixiilding to 
the second-floor c.ifeteiia. IIowc\ei. Koy 
Truly, an ex((uti\e ol the P.ook D'^posi- 
tory, said in an early television interview 
iliat wlieii tlie shots were fn.-d In: was 
standing in front of ilie building, and 
lie immediaiely raced inside with a 
Dallas police officer and ran up the 
stairs to i lie scrond lioor; atcordiiig lo 
Iiim, this look only a matter of .se<onds. 
On tlic second lioor bodi Truly and the 
policeman saw Oswald in the employee's 
ca feteria nea r a (^oke im.k hi iie. Re- 
member, according to the Conuntssifui's 
o%vn calculation, it took Oswald one 
minute and 20 seconds to get to the 
second floor. It would seem mathemati- 
cally impossibli; for Oswald to fire a 
rifle from the sixth-floor wliulow, hide 
the weapon and race four flights down 
to the lunchroom, all in thr time it took 
Truly and the ofTirer to run up one 
flight anti confront him. ftow did the 
Warren Commission resolve ihis dis- 
crepancy ill their lime reconstruction? 
They did what they've dom- so many 
times before wiih other wiiiusses: They 
simply ignorc<l Truly's original siatcment. 
PlAYBOYi Did Truly subsequently change 
his story? 

lANE: Yes, he Liter conformed to the 
Commissicui's version. 
PlAYBOYi Why ihd Truly and the [wlice- 
man rush inio ihc building in the first 
place— unless ihcy had licard shots 
coming from it? 

IANEj Truly t<-stificd that he thouglit the 
shots came from the area of tlie railroatl 
tracks or tiie grassy knolt. Me said he ran 
into the Dcposiiory with the ollicer be- 
cause he assvimed the politcman w;iiitcd 
A rooftop view of tins ;uc:i. The police- 
man did go on uj) to the n>of from die 
cafeteria. 

Another interesting aspett of this 
cpicstion is the lest imoiiy of Virki Adams, 
who worked for a piditishing iirni ui the 
Depository. .She was on tin: fourth floor 
when the sbois were bred, and ran into 
the hallway and down the stairs at the 
very time that Ost^-aUl was supposed to be 
running down the stairs, lie wasn't 
there, she testilictl. 

PlAYBOYi What do you think Oswald 
actually did after he left the De[)Ository? 


LANE: As I lii^ movements after the 
assassinaiir^We still sliiouded in mys- 
tery. The ^iitnission's icionsti vk lion i\ 

a rather bad guevs. I think. 'J'lic sole 
witness who olfered credible tcstinuMiy 
about the schctlule outlined by the Coin- 
nu'ssion was r.ailene Uoberls, lious(kee[i- 
cr of the rooming house wlicie Oswald 
Was slaying. Mrs. Roberts is now dead. 
.She testified that Oswiilil entered the 
house about one p.m., and immediately 
afterward a police car pulled up in front 
of the door, tooted it.s horn twice and 
drove off. Oswald then left ihc rf»omiiig 
house and a few tninutes biicr allegedly 
shot Patrolman Tippit, wlio happened to 
have stopped his s(piad car almost a mile 
away. 

PIAYBOY: Do you think the police-car 
horn svas some kind of signal for Oswald? 
LANE: I don't know. But this is another 
aspect of the c;isc tliat deserved thor- 
ough invfsrigatinn — and never got it. 
PlAYBOYi Why did r.itroltii;in *i ippit,siop 
Oswiilil ill the (iist plate? 
lANEt Wc df>n't knovv that Tippit 
stopped Oswald; all we know is that i'ip- 
pit stnppcil a man who then shot him. 
The Commission contratlicis itself on 
this. At one point the Report stales that 
the wanted bulletin on 0.swald was' not 
sent out until nfter he killed Tippit, 
basal on eyewitness identification of Os- 
wald as the killer. So Tippit certainly 
couldn't have stopped Oswald on tlic b;i- 
sis of a [Kilice radio all-points hulleiin on 
Tippit's own nuirtler. But the C>>mniis- 
sion also <piotcs a Dallas police ofTircr 
who claimed that a roll call of Book De- 
pository employees was taken right after 
the assassination and that Oswald was 
the only one nii.ssing. at whicli point a 
call for his arrest was broadcast over the 
police radio, and Tippit Mopped him. 
But dien it turned out — according to 
subsccpient testimony — that there never 
wa.s any such roll call, and that a luimljer 
of employees left the Depository im- 
mediately after the assassination. Actual- 
ly, however, there is evidence that a 
wanted bulletin for Oswald icrt? trans- 
mitted — only 1.') minutes after the assas- 
sination—well before Tippit was shot, 
and therefore well before any evidence 
could have linkeil Oswald to the assassi- 
nation; on what information it was based 
wc still don't know. One of the Commiv 
slon's most perplexing moments must 
have come when it had to explain why 
the police wanted Oswald I'> niiiuites 
after the shots were fired — at a time, to 
{juotc Profc-ssor Trevor-Roper, when 
there was "no available evidence point- 
Jug toward him." On this crucial 
(jucstiou the Commission could only 
speculate. Tliey rely once ;ig.iin on our 
old fri( Howard Brcniian, their "star 
^vi^nc^ . the effect that it was Oswald 
he Iiati ;i firing a rifle from the sixth- 
floor w;. dow of the Depository. "Most 
probably," the Commission concludes. 
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il.c tn.iii ii> ilic wiiulow to a Nccivc -Scrv- 
«,-• .--inl wild ariiv(«l oil llic Mt-'i'i-' -'t 
^ ,';M.?x;n..U-Iy "la- r.>f.-irt mini. us in" 
;.U' u» (vplaiii ihc .ill-l'oiiiis l.iilk-tiii 
.l.M.if.hi; ()>wal(l. /\M»i M. arc Irfl 
llic Comm^sion's "moM pmlMbly" 
..Mi.Mi.tM. . tltat llic Imlitiln was basal , 

Ilrci iKiii's i(!i"PitiriCiUion — which, 
* iKi. «. .fromal wiih the cvitlciicc, 
r-Ksii't I" ^'-''^y l'n»'»al»Ic al all. 
^.Atf.OYi \^'liy *lo yon thallcnKC ll>c cyc- 
^iiii'-^^ouk'ncc that Oswald slioi OlFiccr 

>M*i-!'> ■ 

l/,Kt- II**- IKU the witnesses oriRUial 
t,.itrmciii^ I fhallcn;;!-. U is ihc Ciomniis. 
%oirs lift- ii ihcm iliai is Ml (Iisfjuieiiiif;. 
'i lie vycw'tness evidence sliows lliai Os- 
»^alil did lint ^llO(lt T ippil. 
FiAYQOY: Wliai evidence? 
l«N£: W'iM, there were thiee wimc-ssps 
M Tiiipil''* mnrder close CiUfn;;h lo iden- 
iify llic nuutlerer. 'l"hc Coininissiori 
Kiuplit lo ol).si.vire this fart by wrilitifj 
that "al least \2 persons saw ilie man 
ihc levfilver in ihc vicinity of the 
'rip-pit Clinic .scene at or immediately 
after the >hoolin|;." imt it was able to 
present the testim<my of only two who 
Kild lIiC) ha<l .seen tlic .shootiiij;. The 
olIuTs siiw a man flc ing from ihe scene 
ttr from the {general neit;liborhoocl. 
'I'tu-ir ciioris to identify a fleein;; man. 
\jlHim tl'fy had never seen before and 
bad .seen just briefly then, arc to be 
x.'ei^licd A'itll camion. Tins is particii- 
1.1 riy so III view of the naiine of ilie ' 
jiotice litie-iips ccnducied by llie Dallas 
IMiIicc. Ai le.tst one witness said that he 
loiild piik Oswaltl ont of llic line-up — 
4iii(e he was loiuUy protc.stiii}; his place- 
tncttt in the line-up with a group of 
lecnagcr'. In addition, witnesses said 
thai they sij;iicd the affKlavit i<lcntifying 
Oswald as the culprit from the line-up 
even brfftr ihcy weie taken to the line- 
up. The Comniissioners said only tliat 
tliiry were satisfied with the line-up — 
^caitiii); line to believe that they were too 
easily cinitcnted. Of the eyewitnesses to 
the actii.d murder, however, one was n 
M*-xicaii- American mechanic named 
I .I>"miii;;.i lU-navides, wI»o was parked ia 
\ * piiktip truck only 15 feet from the niur- 
\ dcr \ccm-. llena\ ides toM me that on No- 
\ >emb<.T '_"> he told ilic Dallas police that 
Ulie man wlio killed Olficer Tippil was 
Ul'tir^t and somewhat heavy, .\ftcr llena- 
,vidc|\ ^.,vc this description of, die killer, 
t!»- [intl.cc evidently decided liurrc was 
HO Msc I'rin-iii;; him down to the linc-iip 
I" View I.ec llarvcy Oswald, who was 
txirciii'ly diiii and alxive nildiUe height. 
li'C M.oiul witness was Mrs. Arf;uilla 
t:i.n>-M. .- an Oak Clilf hotiscwife, who 
i«'U i\\< la a filmed inicrview that she 
lujrd siiots. tlii-n ran out of her house 
ai.d WW a man widi a pistol in his hand 
M.inUih^ over Tairolnian Tippit's body. 


Nile (l( s( rli)cd ilic m.'ii .is sl"»i i md 
heavy. .\fis. CN n.nns hi.llrer ^.nd li.n 
this man willi ilie pi^t'.l dien w.ivcd t » 
another man a(rr)ss the slteet and thi: 
two men ran nil in ct].p..si.ie diiecii>ii>. 
Jlrs. (ilemons >ai<I niiiliii man u-as l,tc 
Harvey Osivahl. Tlie (;niiinii'«^i'>n n;\(r 
calle<I Iicr to testify, and she was n .-m r 
([uestioned by ihe OnmnHNsion la\s" er.. 
Now the third witness . Mix. IleU ii Louise 
Markli.mi. bec.ime the W'.uren Coiiuni-- 
sion's star witness in this ;ispei t nf the 
case, because she ev(iiiii.dly i»leni ficd 
Oswald as the iminterei-. 'I'lie only j-.r-ib- 
lem is that on Novenii-et ~2 Mrs. Mark- 
ham gave a bt.itcmeiii :'> the pnli:e-- 
which the press picked up — th.il iliC 
man wlio sliot Tippil was sliort. liM\y 
and had busiiy hair. I.ve Oswald had 
thin and receding iiair. Afier Mis. 
Markham liad clianged ihts initial mIch- 
lificalioii and lold die Commission that 
Oswald was the nuir<Ieicr. I jihoned her 
in Dallas and tape-recorded our con- 
versation. She repeated her original de- 
scription to mc, reiteriitiiig that Tippii's 
murderer was short, on ilic heavy sidi^ — 
but not too heavy — wiiii somewhat bushy 
iiair. 

PLAYBOY: This tape recording of your con- 
versation whU Mrs. M.nkham (:iis<'d 
(jviite a furor dnriii;.; ihc Clonnnissiiin 
pi'orccdings. At one poini. after you ic- 
fiiscd to liaiul over the lape, Karl VV.ir- 
rcn Kiid, "W'c have every reaso i to 
doubt the trmhfulncsv ol what you have 
heretofore told us." W'iiy didn'i you want 
to give the ta^x: to the ( aiimni-.sIon!' 
lANE: Tliat reiliaik von <piolctl is just 
one of the many. c\C""ssivc siaienienls 
made by ihc (iliief JuMice thninj. ihe 
hearings. TirsL of ali, since the retortling 
of my conversation wiib Mrs. .\lariib.im 
was made without her knowledge and 
consent, for mc to make and divulge 
such a recording voluniaiily would con- 
stitute a Federal irinie. If the <a)iimiis- 
sioii ordered nie to sniiender ilie tape, 
however, I w«)ul<l no longer lie liable to 
prosecution, .since ihe iesponsil>iltiy for 
divvilging the tontcnts W(tidd then be 
theirs. I really w.uiieil diem lo li; vc ii. 
because Mrs. Markb.ini was dicn dcny- 
iijj; she had ever lalked to nie. Uui ilic 
Chief Justice relused to diicet iiie to 
hand it over, and tln n lie told the picss 
that / had refused to give ihe Coinmis- 
.sioii the tape. This luif.iir atcnsatic-ii was 
widely printed, <lcltly con\eyin;; the 
impression that I di<l not ic.dly nv'-sess 
such a tape. I returned to my of:"ic(- lo 
think the whole thing over and dc ided 
that even though I *o\dd bt; sent u> jail 
for voluntarily handing over ihc lap':, a 
case such as this jusiilied tlie risk. So I 
did give the tape to die Omunission, and 
they subse«niemly pnldislied a transtript 
of it as an exhibii. When Mis. Maikhani 
was confronted with iIk; recording, slic 
broke down and achniued that she hnd 
talked to mc. So heie wc ha\e tlie C on\- 
mission's star witness atlmitting she gave 


nir a des<ripti(Hi oi^ppil's murderer 
di.il (••nid mil Im\ leil Oswald— and 
t.teieby also iiulic^rrd ib.it she had 
appaienlly commit led perjury in' her 
pie\ious lesiimony. .Xnd what did the 
(loinmission do about tliisr II cliose l» 
1 elieve that Mrs. Markham liiid really 
,s;cii l.ee Oswald shoot Tippit. Slic is 
t'le sole cryewitness support for the C:om- 
riission's allegation that Oswald killed 
r.urohnan Tippit. Sfniiewliere a short. 
Slinky murderer with busby hair may be 
\valki:ig our stieeis. 

PLAYBOY: Why do you tliink Mrs. Mark- 
ham (hanged her initial identification of 
the killer? 

lANE: Vou should ask hrr that. 1 don't 
ivi.>.h In he hostile to the p(K»r woman. As 
^hc told me, she had been ordered by 
ilie l-'lil. the Secret Scrvite and ihe Dal- 
las jwilice not to discuss the lasc at all. 
l^h-T son told die I"UI that siie "had lied 
oil many occasions, even to mendieis of 
Iicr immediate family." Me said that she , 
was frightened to deatli of what would 
happen if she didn'i testify that Oswald 
was the killer. And if you'll look at ihe 
Commission jMoceedings, you'll (ind that 
after Mrs. Markham fui.illy atlmiited she 
had repeated her initial non-Oswalil tie- 
sri iplifin of Tijipit's murdi-rcr lo mc, slie 
asked the Commission lawyer anxiously. 
"Will I get in any trouble over iliis?" and 
iie reassured her diat slic wouldn't. The 
Commission's l.iwyer was simply c(»nvey- 
ing the idea that if you coiimiii perjuiy 
on the side of the Warren Ckmimission, 
you'll be protected. If Mrs. Markham 
Iiad toltl the Irutli, she'd have n very 
good reason to worry. 
PlAYOOY: What tlo'you mean? 
LANE: To live ill Dallas and contradict 
the oflicial version of the assassination 
can prove to be an invitation to violence. ' 
l-'or examiilc, .shortly after our investiga- 
tors visited die Markliam home, Mrs. 
Markham's son was arrested for car 
tlieft, and, according to the Dallas po- 
lice, he "fcU" from a third-fioor window 
"while trying to escape." Fortunately, lie 
survived. Mrs. Actiuilla C.lemons , to 
whom I referred a few minutes ago — an- 
'oiher witness who said Tippit's murder- 
er was not Oswald — was threatened. Mrs. 
Clcmons told mc in a rihiied and tape- 
recorded interview ili;it she was visited 
by a tnan she believed to be a plain- 
cloilies policcmati, who wore a gun in a 
bolster at his waist. According to ^trs. 
Clenions, "lie just told mc it'd be Ijcst if 
I didn't say anything because I might 
get hurt." Mrs. demons s:ntl the man 
intimated she coidd easily be killed on 
her way to work. 

PLAYBOY! Yonr book skips abruiitly from 
ihc Tippit .sliooting to Oswald's arrival at 
the D.illas jail. Why did you leave out 
<leiails of 0.swald's .nriest in the Texas 
Theater— such as his statement to arrest- 
ing officers: "Well, it's all over now"? 
LANEt The press reported, on the basis 
o£ information supplied by the Dallas 55 
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I'tll. it's nil 
hen lie w;i .^icstcd. Uiii 
,u, uitiio^ III tl'C ilic.iicr ever icMilial 
tl,;,t he m.vlc ihnl rcin.iil:. And even ilic 
|M»;cc MTCiiicd confused on ilic i>o!n[; 
on - D.illav ofliccr s.iid 111*, actti.il \vords 
utic. "Tliiv it." 1-jtticr w.iy. tliis linrd- 
Iv ,onMlliiic% an ridmission tli.n lie Iiiid 
av. sMn.iud tl'C rrcsidciit and shot OIH- 

fU/lor! What nctiially happened at the 
llt'Mier? 

lAui: The clrtinmtaiias of Oswalds ar- 
„vl arc Mill '>il <I"*idy. MoM of the 
uiMicvNCs ran't rcnKnil>cr Oswald sayiii;; 
aiivihin-; ai all, except piotestiri;; "polifc 
hr.'.ialiiy" and charninR he had heen 
Mitick with a Mim^un and hcatcn hy 
iO-. ral ixdire olficers simnlianeonsly. Hut 
as far as I'm conctriicd, tiicic is no 
coiivincin;; pmnf diat Oswidd was any- 
thing oiher than a slirclntnr at the Presi- 
dtm's ass;issi nation— and unless it can 
he proved he was moic ihan that, noth- 
he would say ai his jurest is relevant 
loathe easel C>r cnmse. it wonUl be a 
dir.ricnt M'^iy if Oswald had admitied 
p; ill ilurlnii his arrest—hut he never did, 
t.\:ti or later. 

fLAYaOY: Didn't Oswahl puU a Run on the 
arrcstiiiR oincevs in the (healer? 
lANE: A Dail.is i>olicc ofTicer .tniV/ he did. 
piAYBOY: Yoii say yon believe there is no 
convincing proof that Oswald wax more 
th.U) a spectator to tlic assassination. 
Does ihis mean you think he was com- 
pl- idy innocent, or coutd hc have been 
iiunlved in some subsidiary role in a 
conspiracy? 

UtiE: I.ei me i>ut it this w.iy: T am con- 
vii'Ct<l thai Oswald never pulled ihc 
ul-^er of the ride that killed President 
Kennedy. If Oswahl verc alive, there 
woidd be many fpiesrions I'd like to ask 
liini. I'or e\aitiple, there is a vast amount 
ol evidence .su;;KCMins that a man look- 
iiij: very nuich like Oswald, and nsin^ hi? 
name and batkf;round, was involved in n 
series of bi/aire activities calculate<l to 
diaw attention to the fact that Oswald 
iiucndcd to kill the I'resident. This other 
Oswald was seen at limes when the' real 
Oswald was provably somewhere else — 
ni work or even out of the coniury. This 
"4 'swald" practiced at riHe ranges in and 
ai'umd Dallas and Irvin}*, Texas, makin|» 
a .spectacle of himself by shooting at 
oiiicr people's tarpcis; hc talked of the 
yas-assinaiion two months before it oc- 
curred; he bra{;j;ed to automobile salcs- 
iiK.'n that he w.is soon coming into large 
Mum of numey; and 'lie sjxikc of going 
li.<ck 10 Knssia. In short, he engaged ia 
the kind of otid conduct tliat would only 
in.ikc .sense if there were a deliberate, 
jHCmcditatcd aticnij)t to frame Oswald 
)>y incriminating him in advance for the 
^lc^idcnt's murder. 

Pi^YflOYi W'lvM docs Uic Warren Com- 
mission say about all this? 
lANEi In o.-idi case, die Comn\ission con- 
tludcs that this n\an could not have been 
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the real I.ei: Uaivey Osw.ihi. One C\- 
ple of this ii the te'timo ly ol Mrs. 
Odi'», ;i luoiniiu'iit aiiti-( last ro 
"Cuban C'Nilc. She told ihe Onrnuis.ion 
lliat toward the end. of SrpumlKr 19f'3 
a man visited hi r in Dallas acicmp.inial 
by two other nu n who '« ti e either 
C'-nban or Mexii an. and who t n- w tluiij;s 
almut her father, lin n itn[.i issued by 
Castro. The nun scetm<I to Unow things 
that no one wiihnut in>ide inlorniaticm 
could know, slie lestifnd. Thiy intro- 
duced tlieir conipaiiifm to htr as "I.eon 
Oswahl." anil l uc r one of tl em s.iiil he 
was a fornur Maiinc and txpen rillc- 
man. One nf liie men told iiei Oswald 
liad said., "I'u si'Ient Kennedy .hnuld have 
been avsassinaiid after the l^ay of Pigs 
... it is so vas\ to do it." Tlie iwo men 
suggcMcd to Mi--. Odio lliat Osv.ahl 
could "help ii- the niukign.und activi- 
ties" against CastHK Coniniis-ioii loim^sel 
showed Mis. Odio photographs and mo- 
tion pictvnes ol Oswald and asked her if 
she li.id "any doubts" in her mind "after 
looking at these picuncs iliat tlic man 
that was in your apartnn-nt was ihe y.uuc 
man as I,ee H.nvt-y OsuaUl." Afrs. Odio 
replied: "I tlon't have any donlns." Mrs. 
Odio's sister also testified the m.m looked 
exactly like Oswald. But tlie Conunission 
sliowed conclusively that Os\\'ald was 
not in Dallas when Mis. O'lio was vis- 
ited by die three men. So who w.is 
"Leon Oswald" — and why ^vav he talk- 
ing about how easy it would be to assas- 
sinate the Presid' iu? It appears possible 
that there may iiave I)een a concerted 
nttempt to IranR- Oswald in advance' for 
the murder of Pusident K( imedy. The 
Commissioti, ol' (ourse. nevi^r even ex- 
amined .such .1 possibility. aii<l simply 
bruslied aside .dl evidence pt riaining> to 
this "other" Oswald. 
PLAYBOY; Did OswaUI's iniCMog.iiion shed 
any liglit on his Cuban cotinectioiis? 
LANE: I'erhaps, but we may n( ver know 
what Oswahl said. Allhongh he was 
interrogated by agents of the FUI. the 
Secret Service and the Dall is polici: for 
over 12 hours, the Commis-ioti says no 
stenographic notes or tape rer<»rdings 
were made. Dallas Ilomicid': Chief Will 
YntT. admitted hc Iiad made some rough 
notes — but tore them up alter Oswald's 
murderl ]ust ihink aboiii tliat: Here is 
the most imporiant prisoner on the face 
of the earth, and the (^omiTiissioii would 
liave lis believe iliai his interioguion 
was not recorded by die TCI, the Secret 
Service or the Dallas police P-ut a Dal- 
las ncwspapeimaii, Hugh Avncsuorth, 
'he sa' 


had no coni^^»n with tlic minder of 
Olficer Tipi \Vhen asked if hc had 
killed PresideWKeiiiicdy. Oswahl looked 
stunned and said, "No one even .tsked 
nic about that, I never heard alioui diai. 
I didn't kill anyone." As the police 
dragged him away, he shouied that hc 
was being made a "palsy." That's Os- 
wahi's word. In fact, one of his last 
words. 

PIAY30Y; Arc you saying liiat ihcrc exists 
no verbatim record whatsoever of any- 
thing Oswald said during those 12 hours 
of interrogation? 

lANE: That may seem surprising to you. 
but I'm afraid I've now lost my capacity 
for surprise. The Dall.is police claimed 
Oswald had been "lying" to them, liy 
thai, I assume they mean he continued to 
protest his innocence — or perhaps had 
.V)mething so expl(>sivc to say that the 
auilioriiies decided to "protect" the pui)- 
lic from it. In any case, Oswald was exe- 
cuted by Jack Hnl>y on November 21, 
before hc could lepeat.his "lies" to tlic 
press — or to a jury. 
piayboYj You state in your book tliat 
"No imerpretation of November 24 
can exclude the certainty that Ruby mur- 
dered Oswald through the complicity or 
complacency of members of the police." 
On what evidence do you base that 
charge? , 
lANE: Let me s,iy at the outset that tlie 
AV'arrcn Commission's conclusion thht 
Iluby murdered Oswald is the only ir|a- 
jor conclusion in the Report that lis 
supported by tlic evidence. Of couty:, 
the Warren Commission could hardly 
have held otlierwisc, since ihe murd|-r 
took place live on nationwide TV. As f^r 
the question of police complicity, lei's 
examine the Oswald slaying. The pre- 
vious day, the I'HI and the Dallas County 
sherifl's office were .warned by anony- 
mous telephone callers that Oswald was 
going to be killed, but the police officers 
in charge of his transfer — according to 
tlie Warren Commission — were not in- 
formed of these threats. The time of the 
transfer was announced to tlie public in 
advance; and when it took place — an 
hour and 15 minutes after it had been 
announced — the luimaii corridor of j>o- 
lice officers that was supposed to flank 
Oswald as lie passed tlirough tlie base- 
ment was not in place. The police car 
that was to take him away was also not 
where it was supposed to hc. Jack Rtiby 
was able to enter the jail through the 
Main Street ramp and shoot Oswald 
without a hitch. There were police be- 
hind Oswald and Qti each side, but none 
in the front. 
PLAYBOY! Why not? 

lANS: I don't know. I do know that all 
through Ruby's trial, there were always 


stated publicly ihat'he saw a police ste- 
nographer enter the loom vhcrc Oswald 
■was being (piestioned. It's li;itd to under- 
stand what this stenograph :r was doing 
if not making a ir.mscript. All we know .. . 

' is what Oswahl told newsmen as he w.is police officers to his right, to his lu.t, in 
being led ba<k and forth ihrougli the back of him and in front of him. So d 
■ hallways of ptdicc headquarters. Ho said anyone had wanted to kill Jack Ruby, he 
then— and his words arc preserved on would have to kill a Dallas officer hrit. 
video tape— that hc was innocent and But Oswald's front was unprotected, g.v- 
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It..;ifC 'i.iiifMi |luim;;li ilic M.iiii Street 
«{i.cri»? .. _ 

lAf.f: ll'tTC 3 pollfC orTifCr 

iluic. Wlicilicr !>c i^'i'iytUii- tlic cii- 
ii.iuc is iiiKiiIcr <nn:Mioii. A fnrincr 
|)..ll..s .-If.ccr N. I. 1>.>'>"^ . t>><: 
O.mmi-i'Mi IkTujis MiiiiihiiK oiilMtlc tlic 
M..iii Nr,TCl iJiiiip villi polite odicer 
on tl.ny %^I.en lie saw a man who 
|„cr ivUiiiIlK-<l as )..ik Hiiliy ciiier tlie 
r..mii. iMiikls l-.Ul the l-Iil tliai lliis man 
li.nt lii- nKl't I'l""! '''^ pockei, 
aikI »ai-! ilieic u.'s a huRr l>ul;;c in ihc 
jKukct. whirh Daniels inmuMlialcly av 
MU.ictl wa* caUNcd by a piMoI. Daniels 
4li.h»'i ilo nnyiliinj; because ilie policc- 
ni..ii on Kiiard looked dircdly at Ruby 
and lc( '"I" cnier wiilioiit a uiml. '"i lie 
iinprcsNion I got was that liie paliohnan 
Vnew l.iin . . •" Daniels teMiIie<I. Weil, 
lu re is rvidciicc llial at least one Dallas 
oliiccr ;ill()weil an unavniiori/i-d man. his 
jH.tkct hulsin;; with what outid have 
been a :;nn, to i>as\ into tlie haseinent. 
What ('id the (^'nnmissioii do abont tlils? 
Did tln-y call this Dallas policeman and 
rij;oion^Iy cross-examine him? No. tliey 
neatly cisposcd of tlic proldem by con- 
clndiii): that Daniels* "leMimony merits 
liiilc (ii.'dcncc." And tli;it was that. 
PIAYBOV: On what (;roiMKls did the 
(lonuiiis^ion dismiss Daniels' tcsiiinony? 
lANE: r..rily on llie j^ronnds that Daniels 
WAS intoirect in rc naMubcrin*; if Rnby 
wore a hat ihiil day. When a witness 
Kiiil iometliiiifi thai conlllried with llie 
tiniclii*-ions of llic Commission, his tcs- 
tinir>iiy was fretpieiuly ]iidf;etl invalid on 
mch liivial and irrelevant ^rotnids. 
FIAYBOY: Have yon tried lo speak, to 
llie pairolman for his version o£ the 
SI cry? 

lANE: I've never spoken with liim. I 
woidd ijc dclifiiiied to cross-examine him 
in soni'- proceeding \vlicrc a sirucinrc of 
lej;al rules prevailed. In any case, with 
or without help, Rid)y did get inside, 
antt b) sonic wrenching (if the laws of 
piobal-iliiy, his timing just happened 
I" be perfect. A few .seconils after Rid)y 
entered the basement, Oswald was led 
into the corridor from an elevator. And 
ai that moment, just as Oswald appeared, 
the horn of a cir in tlie basement 
UKindtd once. 'I'licn Oswald was led 
through the milling crou<l of rci)ort- 
CIS toward the Main Street ramp, and as 
be iipproached it. the horn honked a 
fce<«»nd time, ;ind at that iijstant Ruby 
nisliL-d r«rvv;ncl and shot Oswald <Iead. 
FiAYcoYj Ale ynn implying that the horn 
vas MMiie kind of signal alerting Ruby 
when lu .shoot Oswald? 
lANEi That's (crtainly a possibility. It 
bid u, be ;i pi.litc horn, li' t.ni'.r all die 
ii< till* b.ist'iiK'tit were puli.e iins, 
and iliMsc two honks arc clearly audible 
on VK.eo and r.tdio tapes taken by 
lejKjriir*. h's conceivable there's a 
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Vou jiiM ;>"ii;ti:<l <»ut th.-.s 
1 du" %(t ru ;it tiic \ciy U' -.^'''it 
Miiiislcr Ii(> v(»ii liiiiik ■ -I-y 
;)ilviiiic.' ill' ( x.ici liiiK 
v.iN to ink- |il;i(c? 
It's a po.^ilpilay, tun. The ti-' •• 
phicc just ificr 1 a.m. Tiic 
nl:;Iu .1 vvii^ iiiiiioiUKcd the 
WAS to t;ilc pi ice at ic« A.M. 
If iiiiuy h;.(I fcllowrd thc ufTickil ;iti- 
noiiiKcincm, be would have I>crii move 
than an hour early. Thc h;tscinri-.i v.oiiM 
h.ivc otrii virtually d<-.crii.\i. '.ut for 
s;.iiic reason OvA'aid's liaiiM'ff was dc- 
iayrd. and tin;- dci;iy was not aii- 
iioiiiicfd. I shoiiM piHiu nut hcic that 
Ruby was a "g<KT" lo c\ciil>. lie was 
picNCiit at thc [•arklaiid H(isnltal when 
ihc Pie%idciit (Ii(d; the Waricii C>>mmis- 
sioii dcnir.i ii. inn. .is I said, Scripps- 
H-iward j.cwMran Sctli Krinir^r and 
another rcll.il)lc ■■vli ness ;>lacc'l liiiv. thcic. 
Kiil)y ^va^ .iNo it tin- .iv-a.ssina! ion site 
nuiuiies aft'T th; sbontinj;: llie Ominiis- 
•sion denies ibis. io->, but ibeic'.'* a photo 
showing Iiini ili.'rc. An-l iu- w.is at Os- 
v-ald's so C.I lied "press conrcj eiicc" in 
pC'lite headtniaiicr-. on ilio iii;;iu of No- 
vember 2:1; this tho ('ommi.ssion adnitis. 
Rnljy even ciiimal in to lu lji out District 
AttorneY Henr-' Wade when lie mis- 
id e n t i Ti o d"7h7TaTrTI^^ 
riittce. Now, Ifc nu ns ti!> an hour and 15 


"niinnics after the tran-.fer should ha%c 
been completed bm miraculously is cx- 
nc//y on time— abnosi like an actor on 
cue. And the play didii'i^^ begin until he 
was in place. The Waircu Commission 
says it's just a coincidence; I'll leave it 
up to you. 

PLAYuOY: Wovdd you describe thc phoio- 
giapli that, supi>i>scdly shows Ruby at the 
assassination site "minutes after thc 
sbooiinK*'? 

lANE; Philip V/. Wilbs. a retired Air 
l'ovtc~niajor, look a scries of 12 color 
photos just before and after the avsassina- 
ti.m. Picune eit;ht. taken a few minutes 
after the President was shot, shows a 
man stamlin}; in front of thc Hook I^c- 
pository Iluildiii;;— a man who appears 
to be jack Ruby. I showed the picture 
to \Vc5 AVisc, a reporter for Station 
KRU), the CBS affiliate in Dallas. Wise 
knows Ruby well, and testified at his 
iiial. Wise said be lielieved the picture 
was of Ruby. Willis told an investigator 
for the C.itl/ens* Connuitiee thai thc 
I'lM Iia<l lohl Inni it was Ruby. lliC Com- 
mission, howe\ei-, concluded that Ruby 
wasn't llurc — and when they published 
plciuic ei^bi. he wasn't. After Willis 
surrendered the pluiio:'r.iph to the Com- 
mission, snn^caiie cropped it and re- 
moved a substantial portion of thc 
face of the man lhoii[;ht to be Ruby, 
who was standing in the far right o£ thc 
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. KI.MC. '.'lie flOiM"'! |»I>r)inf;..Wwiis 
I. in. tlil.MKat lo ni;.U' it i.lfiilK; M'l; 
I., iia- oi:aT pict'iro. mnl iniIjliW<l in 

I If Ui-jx' I. , . 1 ■ 

riA»60Y: In ;iiiy r:.^c. docs Knhys iii.u|- 
.,i..«.Mic-. U-^Nc'n ilic powUiliiy ili.'i '"'^ 
;<ilr<l - miiiK i:i l''^ jiiil K.i^* just a 
iiMicitlci'-C? 

lAs^ N<' it <IofvM'i. I ijflicvc in clwtncc, 
ilic i,.Milom f irior, l>ui you rcncli a 
iM ihi% fJi^r tvlicrc the \\';inL-ii 
iUMriniv- "ii .1^% you to acrqu one too 
t.Lu.y c«".icl<lfn(.-v They piocccd as if 
t..u^c ai.l clfeci aic alien doctrines. 
■Imv Anit 'ir.in ptcss Npeaks of Kuiopcuis 
icjt.iinp il'C Kepori hetausc of ilicir 
<^n^i^4ra^y (henries of hiMory. Wc Amcri- 
rails are asked to accciH a coincidence 
ilic<'ry insifiid. Kniopeans rejected the 
(>>iiimission*s Rejiort earlier tliaii Amcri- 
i^iis. ho uisc the European press prc- 
M:iucd holh sides. Here those who 
tli\^cntcd from the findings — including 
,,ic— were denied access to the press for 
iwo years folloiving (he nssnssination. 
HAYBOY: Oo yon iKlievc diat Ruby killed 
()s\\;d<l ill a conspir;iq' witli the Dallas 
jiolice — Kt silence him? 
lANE: This is possihle and sliould Iiavc 
iKreii hnrMiRatcd— but it never received 
tlioiouKh cx:iniin:iiion from the Commis- 
»;ou. Let nie add that [here Is no doidn 
In my mind thai had Oswald lived to 
f.icc trial, he would have been acquitted 
of the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy. A Commission ationicy. Alfredda 
StobeVj_ (:once<Ied that in tiic ■^jTmnary 
;0l(.) issue of Thr Ainnicdu Itar Ax.wrin- 
lion Journal, rerhap-i ilie ical aii[h(»rs of 
ilic assasiinatioii decided to "close the 
case" in the mosi tlfectivc — and final — 
way possible. 

nAYaOY: What exactly were Kvd)y's 
rcl.ilions with ilie Dallas police? 
lANE: The Conuiiission more or less ac- 
cepted rUc statement of Jesse Cnrry, 
chief ol the Dallas police, that Rnby 
ktn-w "only" 25 to 50 Dallas [)oliccincn. 
Btu joM pli Johnson, w ho was Ruby's 
b.iii{Meadcr iu ITk Carousel Club for 
nwuc than six years, says Uul)y had a 
**vri-y cicse, warm relationsliip" with the 
[Kilicc, -ind personally knew more than 
half die Dallas foice, *rhere arc 1200 
jKiIiccmrn on the force. Another witness, 
.V.mcy I'crrin Uicli . Rvd>y*s lomier bar- 
tender .It ihe Carousel Club, also said 
Knliy liiew over half the Dallas jjolicc 
(one. The W'ancii Conunission saitl that 
Knby \v.inld occasionally serve the few 
«»!'S hr knew "lice coffee and soft 
diiiiU," Inii Mrs. Rich, who 4;ot her job 
*»'iih Ruby ihnui-h a Dallas policeman, 
in .1 fihncd iiiiciview with me lliat 
Ik: Mipplifil "boo/c, women and gam- 
td.n-" lo (be pob<c. There was a vast 
aiMoiiiii of evidence and testimony 
Wf.irv ihc Coniiiussidii aiicsiing lo the 
Ift'i-.iUiiidiiig lornipt relalionsliip be- 
i»»ccn Ruby and the Dallas police. The 
«*'dcno: sIiow> th.u Ruby bribed the 
o"teri .md tliai in turn ihey <iuasbcd a 


TiuiiilnT of rriniiiial ciiai;;rs aurl U rrs- 
iii;; \i(dalinns th.il h,>t; ln i n bion,; it 
;([;a[Mst bin). It Was a ■ (i/y. s\ii t'i>>lit if- 
lalioiiship. ami ihc iui. I j-.iy 'tll m.iy li.ivC 
been Ridjy's immler <4 Osw.ild. 
PLAYBOY: Was Ruby liul.d t-» oi f;.iin/'il 
crime in Dallas? 

lANE: *Mie Coinmissinii coiK hidc( nC 

wasn't — but many wiint^ses s.iid be w.is. 
Several lold ihc loi.il or i'edcial [ olice 
that before o|)ening a ;,'amldiiig o[)cia- 
tion in Dallas, they wen- t(dd by Syndi- 
cate kingpins in I.as Vegas to dear it 
wiih Jack Riil>y, who was iheir *u'n- 
tact man" with the Dallas police. One 
wilness testified lhai Ruby was also 
deeply involved in the Dall.is narrotics 
racket. And tiicre is evidence ihat Ruby 
was the "bagman." or payiiKister. I'm a 
clandestine group of ami-Casiio Cub. in 
exiles. 

PLAYaOY: What cvi<liiur> 
lANc: The icslinioii) of Naiuy Pen in 
Rich. She swore tliat hi r luisbam was 
contacted by an ami Casiro ;;ioup and 
asked to run guns into Caiba and siinig ;le 
exiles out. lie was sclnicd bnause h^'M 
previously accomplished simil.ir nii-sions 
f(»r Franco during the Spanish Civil 
War. Mrs. Rich says she aiicnded a 
meeting with ber husband to ilistu»s ilie 
terms of the deal. It w;is presided o\er. 
she toUl rue, by a licmcnant (olonel of 
the U.S. Air Force, and tin re vas nt 
least one man present who she tbouj.du 
"might have been Cuban." Mrs. RidiVs 
husband was ]>nimis<-d SlO.OnO for ihe 
job, I)Ut they haggled wiih the group and 
eventually succeeded iu r.nsing the sum 
to .S25,0O0. Hut the negotiations tiir a 
snag because there w.is no money at 
hand, and Mr, R'nh dunanded a laige 
cash retainer. Acfortiing to Mrs. Rich, 
when she testified before the Cnmm ssion. 
she then was surprised to sec h( r olil 
friend Jack Rul)y w.dk in the do<>r. his 
coat pocket bulging nsieniatiously. Uuhy 
and the C()lonel weiu into ihe bedroom 
and a few niinuies later Rtdiy came oui. 
his pocket no long<rr bulging, and left 
soon. afterwar<l. Though slie didn't see 
it, she testified that the money was then 
forthcoming. 

PLAYBOY: What did the Warren C:i)m- 
mission conclude about Mrs. Rich's 
testimony? 

lANE: Nothing. Tbcy never even men- 
tioned her in the Report. There was no 
cllort lo tra<:k down the Air Tore.! colo- 
nel Mrs, Rich says picsiiied over the 
meeting, or to identify anyone else in- 
volved, Let me sbou )on Ikmv iIu Coin- 
niission dealt wiih her trstinioiiy. When 
I inter\iewe<l Mrs. Kn h in I .e'vision, 
Maine, on April IS, H'liri. slic inlornuil 
me that, afler llie ineeiing. the Ail Force 
colonel showed her a ca(he of military 
annaineiu iu a slii-d in the baik yard of 
the apartment building where ihty niet. 
"I got the general impression froi.i >^'Iiat 
was said," she told nic, "iliat these ^v•erc 
pilfered from U.S. Army or Aii Force 


;»ases." 1 asked Mi^^di if she gave 
his infoim.it ion r he Commission. 
She ie|.i;ett: "I n*^ but apparently 

ihry k hose to disc<nnu it \i the time 

it was given . . . Nfr. Crilfin I F.uri (irilfin, 
C(inunis\ion ccfunsel] said,* 'Strike that 
fr<im the record.* " .Mrs. Uith's tesiijnony, 
of tonise, was incoinp.ilible with ibe 
C^oiinnission's evalnaiion of Ruby as an 
honest and abovcboard, tb<iugli possibly 
deranged, character with no shady con- 
nections — M> it was ignored. And lei iiie 
stress that the C'omniission's conclusion 
that Ruby was an insignificant cliaracie-r 
without criminal connections is I'iltil to 
their determination that ibere was no 
tonspiraty. If th<Mr evaluation of Ruby 
goes, so (Iocs much of their case against 
a conspiracy. In fact. Mrs. Rich's testi- 
mony al)Out tiie arms cache wasn't just 
ignoretl — ^it was deleted fron^ tlie public 
version of the 2(i volinnrs. As you prob- 
:fldy know, the Conunission reserved tbc 
rigbi to edit tlie transcripts on which the ' 
volumes of testimony were based, prior 
to pid)licaiion, lo improve tlie "clarity 
and .icturacy" of the witnesses' tesiinuuiy. 
PLAYBOY: Is dicre any fnriher evi<len(e 
linking Ruby to the anti-Castro under- 
giotind? 

LANE: ^'es. there's the testimony of Rob- 
cit McKcown, a I hnision resitlent who 
was convicied of conspiracy to smuggle 
arms to Fidel Castro %vhile C^a.stro was in 
the Sierra ^^aes^ra ? When Castro visited 
ibc U.S. in the early tlays of his regime, 
he personally greeted McKcown and 
hailed him as a friend of the revolution. 
I have an FHI report that reveals tluit 
in January 1059 McKeown received a 
telephone call from one " Jack Ridien- 
Mein'" in Dallas. Rubensieni, of course, 
was .Ruby's real name. "Rnbensiein" 
•said he knew that McKeown iiad 
influence with Castro, and told bim "he 
warned to get three indivitluals out of 
Ciuba who were being Iield by Castro." 
He Slated that if McKeown coidd ac- 
complish their release, "Rubenstcin" 
would pay S5000 for each person. The 
caller added that "a person in I.as 
Vegas. Nevada, wimld put up ihi: mon- 
ey." A few weeks after (Ins call, a man 
visited McKeown in Houston and offered 
him S25,fl0() for a letter (»f introduction 
to Castro, Tliis man never gave Ins 
name, but according to the FRI report. 
"NfcKtrown atlvised that lie feels sirongly 
(bat this indivitlu.'d was in fact Ja(k 
Ruby, the man wliosc pliotograplis he 
has .seen many times recently in the 
press." Now here is further evidence 
linking Ruby to ami-Castro activity, and 
the Fill forwardctl ibis report to the 
Warren Commission; but the Commis- 
sion never published it in its Report or 
referred to it in any way._ I only came 
across it myself while poring over the 
mass of uniiidexcd material in the 2G 
volumes. 

PlAYflOYi Aren't you drawing a great 53 


■ iii;iiiy <(.ini..sifMiN ttMimoiiy ot 

two iifnjilii" 

UNt: Ml lO own's iiiiil Ki<ii'> ;irc HOC 

ihi- only t»Mk-ii(C t)f ;i Kiiby-Ciil);! Inik. 
Sliniily ' .ifuT llu- iiiciilriU ^viili Mc- 
Ktnwn. Riir»y in Hiiv.m.i wltli a 

W-ji^^ j;..iiil)Iri' ri:ini(<l Lewis |. Mc- 
Willie. Kul)v mltl llic (■.oIlllni^^l^ll ol" 
1,;^ nil' l»ut 'ili<iii'i ^;'y wiiiit he (lid in 
fl;i\.in.i. ^I^^Villit■ KMilicil tli;it Ins pllisli 
■^.niilitiitj; ( iisino li;nl Incn CNpiopi i.ircU 
r»v (*«iMio. .ind lie "jHTsoMiilly \vh U:\- 
v.'tii;i t" iivoid ;tm*>l." MiWillic .s;>i(l 
hr Ii;nl kniiu-n Unity for sonic time. tli;it 
Riiliy Ii:'<l oiKC piodiml :i piMol for liiiii, 
;iiiit lli;K i>c- kncK Kiiby "to be well ac- 
(juainn-"! with viiiually cvcty ofTiccr of 
ihe Dallas police." When the Conmiission 
NIKiUc (o McWillie. they already knew 
of the l-'I'.I repoii on the MrKeown inci- 
deiu. I'lii ihcy never (incsiioned ihc 
f;.imhler :d»oui it. and never bothered to 
ilcicrniiiic a possible link between Ridiy's 
Havana irip and his earlier contact with 
,\(( Uenwn. 'I h- f lonnnission (.imply 
l)riishi'<I oir the wlinic iiicidciu n% iiiiiin* 
porlant. 

PLAYOOYi Do you believe, as sonic have 
implied, that lluby was invoKc.d with 
the CIA in his alleged anti-Cnstro 
aciivities? 

lANE: I don't know, but at that time ihc 
CIA w;is fninly in charge of anti-Castro 
exile activity in the United Stales. Kvdjy 
may h:ive had nothlii}; lo ilo vith the 
CI.\, however: he may just have been 
a<tinj; for some expropriated Rainltling 
interests run for revcnf;e against Castro. 
What I object to is tlie Warren Cominis- 
.sion delibcraicly sui»presNing these facts. 
I,et me add a vital point: ]\y htishing 
np things like this, the Commission 
didn't <lis])cl nmiors: they provided more 
fertile ground for them, liecause people 
naturally wondei", if ilicre's nothing sinis- 
ter here, why did the Connnission su]>- 
pre.vs the facts? The Warren Report may 
jjavc won a liiilc time for the Covcrn- 
mcnt. but its methods Iiave opened up a 
wIk»Ic I'andora's box oC rumors and spec- 
ulation. No cover-up at all is better 
than a poor one. 

PLAYBOY: Since y(Mi'vc mentioned rumors 
niid speculation. let's discuss your con- 
icnlion in Husli to Jtntf^mrJtt that on the 
evening of Novemlier H, lOOS, a two- 
hour meeting took place at the C:irousel 
Club between ■H.td)y, I'atrolmau Tippit 
ami Rcrnavtl \Veissn^:ui , the ultra-right- 
wing attisist who placed that full-|>agc 
ad in tlie NovemtKT 22 Dnlht Moniitif^ 
•Wicf accusing Kcnneily of treason. 
Where did you hear about this alleged 
mceiiiig? 

lANE: I learned of it frtun Thayer WaUlo, 
a rcipccied reporter for the fori Wovth 
Slnr-TfJi-i^rnm, who tohl me that an ac- 
quaintance of his, a prominent Dallas 
figure, was in the Carousel Club that 
night. \\'aldo's friend was a frequent 
1 visitor to Ruby*s place, because he was 


canying on ;\f].ur \\UU tnie of the 
Strippi is. Thi. m.Mi nd- . W.iidn. and 
l.iler repf.iinl dincily !■■ me. dial he 
had seen KnUy. OIIk rr Tip pit :Mid Wciss- 
man silling lo-etlier at a b;n k l;ii>l(: en- 
gaged in di-ep conveisation for almost 
two hours. 

PLAVaOY: Why W(Mdd ditv hold snch n 
meeting in public *iew? 
LANE: I don'l I.110U'. 

PtAYBOY: If diiie was snth a miTiilig. do 
you bch'cve that its puip'ive w.is to plot 
the assassin. I'ion of l'icsid<nr Kciniidy? 
lANf: I don't know vhul ils puiposc %v.iS. 
'J'hat's the ulmle is^n(■. Thcvf /( some 
evidence to -.niiport the ctnuention ihat 
there w;is sndi a meeting T he Conmiis- 
.slon sliould have found cmt where those 
three men \veif that nigl 1. and told us. 
They tlidn'i. M.iyl>i my inlonnant was 
wrong about seeing the men together. 
The point Is that here is a potentially 
critical lead iliat tin: Commission stub- 
bornly lefircfl to follow up. The meet- 
ing itself miild mean nothing — or 
C'veiythlng. We'll never I'md out fmm 
the Commission's Ui pori. 
PLAYBOY: The Report I onchided that 
"The Commis%ioii has invistigaied the 
allegation .)f a Wcissmaii- Rubs -Tippit 
meeting ami has found ii.) evidence that 
such a meeting took pla-c anywhere at 
any time." 

LANE: Of coui'-c tlicy Co ichidc that. It 
assists ilicir rolncldence ihosls. But let 
me tell you how ihc Oimimssion "inscs- 
tigated" this meeting. .As I said, Thayer 
\\'al<Io was the source for my informa- 
tion on the luo honr Ruhy-Tipplt-Wciss- 
maii meeting. Waldo icsiified on June 27, 
]iXi\ — but ilie Commission lounsel tirvrf 
orirc askeil him about llie mceting.^I told 
the Commission I dnild t\>>t re\cal the 
name of the man "Waldo said had wit- 
nessed ihc meeting, because I had proni- 
isetl the man he would lun he involved: 
he was a leading Dallas liii/en; he was 
married, and ilie strlpptr he was going 
with Ii;i<l becrunc pregnani. But the Com- 
mission Wasn't interested in the truth, 
only in discrediting ms report of the 
meeting. I"or example, .dter I told the 
Connnission wliat I knev, Chief Counsel 
J. l,ee Rankin a.skcd me, *'l>o you realize 
that the informalion you pave in closed 
session could have an uiifavoraMe elfccl 
on your country's interests in connection 
vitli this assassination?" Miiul you, 
Rankin wasn'i ((wiccrned wilh iincsti- 
gaiing ihe report and rmdlng out If such 
a meeting had really oiicurred; lie was 
only (lisLurbcd tli.it Inlluti^ :.bout it 
could harm our country's iruercMs. 'J his, 
of course, was the whole problem v.'iih 
the Coiimiission; d'cy ^\cien't interested 
in pursviing the truth, but in i>crf(>rming 
a prophylaciic functior, in protecting 
their conception of the naiional interest. 
In this case, unfortunately, they couldn't 
do both. 

pLAYDOYt Apart from the alleged meeting 


at the Cai^^-I Club, didn't the W.iruii 
Cominissii^^PMithidt' iheie was "in» cm'- 
ibie eviili ' that Rnhy knew Tjp[(li> 
LANE: ^'ouTontinue to toidiunt me wiili 
C>Mnmisj.i(m com Insitms as if they weit 
facts. Ves, the (lommlssion did, hut llii: 
cvl<lcncc says otherwise. Ruby's sister. 
Mrs. Kva Craiit, told a Xnr Varh UvuiUl 
Trihtim: reporter who asked Iier about 
'I'tppit that "|a(k knew him and I knew 
him." She added ihat "Jatk called him 
Buddy" and "We liked hitn. ... lie w,is 
in and out of our plate many times." At 
least six other witnesses — induding Dal- 
las Police I.ieuieiiant (-eorge ('. .Vrr.eu 
—swore dial Ruby knew Tippii. I'nr 
example, one of Rid)y's bar tenders, (air- 
tis La Verne Crafard , and another cliili 
employee, Andrew Armstrong, weic 
at the Carousel Club when H'ippiiX 
death was announced over the radio, ami 
both men lold tlie TBI tliat Ruby told 
them then that he had known Tippit. 
Still ntinther wiineis, who once songlit 
Ruby's OK to open a nninhers (qura- 
tion in Dallas, told the I'll! iliat Tij>pit 
"was a frefpient visiKU' to Ruby's night 
club, along witli another ollicer who w.is 
a motorcycle patrolman in the Oak- 
lawn icction of Dallas." The FBI agent* 
vlio interviewed Hardee reported that 
*'from his observation there appeared to 
be a very close relationship beiwceii 
these tlirec individuals." 

One of the many witnesses the Cahh- 
mission never chose to call was Harold 
Richard Williams. On April 3, l%ti. I 
filmed and tape-recoidcd an interview 
with Williams in Dallas, and he lold me 
that early in Xovend)er I!)<i5 he had 


been roughed up and arrested in a raid 
on an after-hours club called the .Mika- 
do, where he. worked as chef. Williams 
says he carefully studied the face ot the 
officer driving the polite car to head- 
quarters, intending to lind out who he 
was and make a complaint. Se.ited 
alongside this top in the front of the car, 
according to Williams, was jack Ruby, 
whom die driver called "Rube." Wil- 
liams said he knew Ruby well, sinic 
Ruby "usctl to furnish us with guls" fur 
parties at the Mik.ido Club. On Noveiii- 
her 22 Williams saw a photograph of 
Patrolman J. D. Tippit in the papers and 
recognized him as that same ofTicer. 
When AVilliams told acquaintances 
about seeing Ridjy and Tippit together, 
lie was promptly taken into custody hy 
the Dallas police and told to keep <pilci 
about the incident, since "it would liC 
very easy" to charge him witli a crime 
"and make it work." Nevertheless. Wil- 
liams agrcetl to tell me all he knew. 
Despite all these facts, the Commission 
conclvided there was "no credible evi- 
dence" that . Ruby and Tippit were ac- 
quainted. 

PLAYBOY; Do you also challenge the Com- 
mission's conclusion tliat Ruby had 


1 


,i-'rr met WVisMum. ilic in;in >ii- 
.il.lc int I c aini-KriiiK-dy a<i? 
...t.ti Vo. f do. Ai.d it's ilic y.\n\c .sKny 
i.. ic: U'i^. ■^^ Jifur uinicNS (nhl ciilitr 
ill oi rhc Onnnli^^i'>ll ihar 

wa\ ;. fit(|utni \isitor lo ilic Cnr- 
..ict Clul. ill NovaiiUci- of On 
A..KUM 21. V.iCti. ihc I'iil shoucd Ciinis 
r....f.nil n»cr.il i.liou.;;rai.Ii^ of Weiss- 
„ ..„. .uhI CrafanI -Vii'l I'jat \\VI-,Mnaii 
t, ,.l 'l>.xii ii- ilic CarniiH-I "on a niMnI)cr 
„• .K.asloi.i." The rill rcimrt on tlic 
iM.T*M-w M ires lliar C;rafai(I icvcalal lie 

l.caril K"'»y >'-'rc'' \\*ciNMn.ni hy 
rl.i ii-iHic "f 'WVisMnaii* and on several 
<,-i^i>>n.\ Ii.is served W'cissnian tirinks at 
ti.<- <:.irmiHl CInl)." Il rocs on and on 
III: liial, '>tu despite all this cvitlcncc, 
ill.' Oiiniiiisioii claimed llial Ruby 
kii.rw ncilii'T Tippit nor W'cisNnun. 
r;,iYaOY: In nny case, die Commission 
««tMcltnlc(l (Nat Ruby was loo "moody 
Slid iniMalilc to havo cncovna;;ed llic 
Kti.fHN.-ncc <if ihc persons involved in a 
KMM'tivc conspiracy." Do you iliink tlicy 
li ivc a ]>oiiit (here? 

U.HE: Well, that's .Til intcrcslln;; hit of 
HK Cid.ilion. I personally don't know who 
a ton-piraty would pick as iis assassin. 
IVihaps tlic conspiraii)is, if ihcy exist, 
uonM havi- prefcrrrd a college proressor 
(I- 1 Uhodrs scholar. Ilut I do know that 
Ki'by killf.l Oswald qnilc circciively, 
ahiioii;^Ii the o<lds were very mnch 
aj;;>in'.l it, \vi(h jnst on- well-placed shot 
ill the siomacii. Unlike the Warren 
Commission, I can't psychoanalyze a 
hypoiheticd group of conspirators and 
d'.'icrminc llicir recruiting practices. All 
I cm s;iy ii that if Ridjy was ordered to 
kih Oswald, his cniployers would have 
re.ison m be dissatisiied witli the w:iy 
h: did his job. 

MAYaOY: Plow (lid Ruby explain his moti- 
v.iiion for killing Oswaltl when he tcs- 
tili-.'d Lcfoi.: the (^onwnission? 

Ruby's appcuiincc before the 
Co iimissioii is one of iIic most faiuasiic 
a-^l-ccisof ilie whole inxestigaiion. In the 
Ii.-st place, ilie Government was far from 
c i,:;cr to ha\c him testily at all. The Com- 
n.i.sioii w.is formed tluring November 
I'JiiS, but Ruby wasn't iMterro;;atecI 
until June of even thouj{h he rc- 

p^iie«lly a-kcd tlic Coumiission for per- 
ii.ij.sinn to testify. And when he was 
fulilly called, only two members of the 
M veil man Conimissioil were present — 
W'^rr.-n and Clcrald I-ord. The lo- 
«_ilC for, his interview was. of :dl jilaces, 
>h« n.dltis County j.iil. and in attendance 
liu ijjuisci were Dallas Sherilf I- II 


l «ckef/A^M\t:iiii DiMrict Attorney 

-'■wu and Robe rt G. Storey, spm^ 


'';*"'"'"^ to 1 lie attorney general'of Texas. 

I h..;i% iJ,,. Connnission assumed Ruby 
v..u:.. i,c ,,„jrc rnmfoiiable in familiar 
w ii^uudir ;v If so. iliey were wrong. 

au^c Rir.,y he-ged over and over to be 
"■•ui to V/asbingtoii. where he could 
•.•wl. Ircel). but i:;,r: Warren repeatedly 
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limic.I him down. Tlils printed in 

(li (:ununi'«''i<"i cvidciic umiu lo kM 
til, inilli." H'i'>y "^'id .itv-rt; point, "and 
I , in't itll it line. . . . (ii'iiikMicn, iin- 
^■.^)■MU Ki-i nu- (o U'avln'nHK'ii. ynn ciii'l 
a fair ^Iiakc out of mc." lie added: 
".My life \\ in d.in;;rr Iicir." Wlicn Con- 
puvMiian Tntd avkfd. v.mcwliat rcdnn- 
cl;.iitly. if ilicic were lin'nRs lie %vould 
reveal ill \\'a%liinfiton lliai he wouldti'i rc- 
vt.d in Dallas. Riiliy lold him lliat llicic 
w. re. And :is llic hearing' closed, he 
in..(Ie our laM de%[)erate plea (o Ctiief 
Jn>.li(r W.Tiren lo ;;el liini out of Dallas. 
"Von arc the only one who can sa\e nic." 
In: told Warren. '"Uni hy delaying' min- 
\\us, yon lose the thancc." Ruby .said lie 
w.ts anxious to tell ihc truth about "uhy 
iiiv act wa^ connnitted, but it tan't he 
y.'hl hcic." Ai tliai point Karl W'arrcii. 
iiiMcad of rea>Miring Ruby and trying to 
find out wlial he knew, atiually told him 
■ hit he had good reason to fear for his 
M leiy if he talkrd too much. These arc 
\\.'arreir.s exact words, from ihc C^otnmis- 
sioi) records: "I think I might Iiavc some 
reUtciancc if I was in your position, yes; 
1 ihink I woiild. I think I would figure it 
out very carefully as to whether it would 
endanger mc or not." Merc is the Chief 
Justice of the United States <iuestioning 
the one surviving principal, and in efTcct 
warning him not to tell cvei^iiiing he 
knows. It certaiidy was, lo put it as 
innocently as passible, an incurious 
a[>pioacIi. 

flAYBOY: Couldn't Ruby have blinted out 
whatever he knew to Warren, and on the 
Mreugth of that demaiidctl some kind of 
l">Iitical asyhnn? Didn't he actually jeop- 
atdi/c himself more by making only rryp- 
lic remarks that might be disregartlcd? 
1AN£: I think he haufUed things (piite 
well from the standpoint of his own in- 
ttrcsi. If he was involved in a plot and 
he told the whole story, his slaiement 
uotdd be tantamount to a confes-sion of 
murder with malice. After a new trial, 
bis "asylum" woidd be a cemetery. Ruby's 
cryptic iirtnarks may have i>een intended 
.It a reminder tliai he still miglu talk 
if arrangements for his release were 
not fullilled. Alt of this, of course, is 
i>ased on the pi'esum])tioii that Ruby 
may have been part of a conspiracy to 
kill Oswald. 

riAYBOYi Why didn't the Commission 
lake Rul)y to ^VasIlinglon? 
lANE: 'I hc Chief justice said that a trip 
with Ruby wouUl attract "public attcn- 
lion" and tecpiirc the presence on the 
i)lane of ;iddilioiial secinity guar<ls. 
When Ruby contiiuied to make the re- 
quest, W.irrcn .snappeil: "No, it coidd 
not be lione. It coulil not be done. Tiierc 
arc a good iii;\ny tilings involved in that, 
Mr. Kul*y." So Ruby never got to Wash- 
ington, 'l hat was the only interview the 
Commissioners ever bad with him, and 
I he was never allowed to reveal whatever 


it w;is be felt i e <nuld not rtvr.il in the 
Dalli.s ii.il. 

PIAYOOY: Well, ^vbat inforri.niiHi did 
ccnnc nut of the D.illiis licaiin^"' 
LANE; Ruby iLsiilioI f.)r alifiu ihuc 
hmns. but he was a^kcd very lew ipus- 
tions, and most of Ins siati nuiiis v.-erc 
vohnuccred. The Connnis> inn's most 
f;intastic nmission was that Knby wa\ 
never even aski-d wbeilicr or not he re- 
ceived licl|i in entering tlic b.i^cmcnt of 
Dallas polirc Iieadtiu.u it is. Kuby stated 
that wlicn lie shot Osw.ild "ilii le was no 
malice in me." Tlie C^oniinir.'.ion Ii.nl nl- 
rcfidy contludf <I ibai Rubs killed Os- 
wald In a lit ol frcn/y sttnurin- fioiii Ins 
love of Kennedy and bis loitid ol Os- 
wal{l. So, of (ouise. ihey abo faiUil lo 
ask the logic;it and \ilal .pn-Niion: If 
Ruby didn't iiaii- 0-.w.ild. why did he 
kill liim? It ROCS like ibis right down the 
line. At one poini Rub-. ilis<!os. (l that 
hours before lis '■unpicnuVitaicd" mur- 
der of Oswald. :i D.illas police orTicer 
li;id m.i<le a veiled Migi^erion to him 
that Oswald slionlil be killed. As be les- 
lified to ibis elitct. loe Touabill. bis 
lawyer, passed a note to the Commission 
members reading: "This is tlie thing 
that started jack in tlic .shooting." In 
other words. Ruby's own lawyer inti- 
mates that a Dallas policeniaii motivated 
Ruby to murder Oswald. Yet Ruby ^^'as 
not askeil a single tjuestion by the Com- 
niission on tins point. 
PLAYBOY: Do you l)elie\e tin Conniilssion 
was only going through llie motions 
when tliey iniei viewal Ruby, and really 
didn't want lo learn the lacis? 
lANE: I don't lni'iu) wiiy ilu- C nniniission 
behaved as It did. Mayl>e Rubs was 
wrong in iliinking his life ivas in dafiger 
in Dallas. M..yb.- he (oiild base lestilied 
freely there \. iilmut f< ;u- of personal iti- 
jui7. On tlie other hand, il he did Iiave 
police assisiantr in shooting Oswald, he 
obviously miglit be reluiiant to talk 
about it in die Dallas jail. The thing to 
rememl)er is that when thi: (ionnnissiori 
(piesiioned Ruby, IVesi(hiii Kennedy, 
Oflicer Tippit and l.ec Oswald were all 
(lead: Ruby was the sole known surviv- 
ing protagonist of tlic events that began 
on November 1'2. Even if his fears were 
irrational, the Commission had an obli- 
gation — to the truth and to the American 
I)eople — to do everything possible to allay 
Ruby's fears and fnid oui all he knew. 
The Commissinii never <li<l tliai. .And 
tlint's why the most revealing (picsiioii of 
that entire <l.iy was posed by Jack Ruby 
to Karl Wairen. He said to the Chief 
Justice of ilie I'niied Sr.ii.-s: "Maybe 
certain people don't w;uii to kiMw the 
truth that may cotnc out of me. Is that 
plausible?" 

PLAYiiOYi If Ruby's motives were uncer- 
tain, what about Oswald' i? Has it been 
determined if Osw.nld evci e\prcsscd per- 
sonal or political hostilit) toward either 


rresidcnl K^^dy or Governor Con- 
nally? ' 

lANE: Tlicit . been no allegation ilut 
Oswald did.tTii the foiiirary,_M:njnii_as. 
wald tesiifred licr husb;ind lli<Mighi /i/-/./y 
of Tiesident Kennedy, particularly of tlic 
job lie w;is doing <mi beliall of civil riglilv 
Oswald expressed similar pro-Kennedy 
sentiments to other people svhosc testi- 
mony is on the record. .Marina Oswald 
also said lhat while they were living in the 
Soviet Union, Oswald read that Cmnially 
was running for governor of Texas, and 
he lold her if be had been living in Texas 
at ihc time he would have voted for him, 
PLAYaOYi Would you discuss the circum- 
stances of Oswald's stay in the Soviet 
Union? 

lANE: Winston Churchill once referred 
to Ru.>.sia as a mystery wrapped in an enig- 
ma, and Oswald's stay there falls into 
that category. He lived there two years, 
attempted to give up bis American ciii- 
ycnshijj, and expressed violent ami- 
American and pro C^omnnuiist opinions. 
Yet in his private diaries for the same 
period he consistently expresses bitter 
rtn/i-.Soviet sentiment. On his return to 
the States, Oswald dictated the l)egiii- 
ning of n book on .Soviet life based on 
these notes, and it. too, was anti-.SoWct. 
His mother. Marguerite Oswald , has also 
repeatedly stated in pnijlic iliat her son 
was n CIA agent; but I've been unable 
to find any iiulependcnt verification for 
that charge. .*\fter his return to the States, 
Oswald maintained bis leftist pul>lic 
image, but there are some .strange con- 
tradictions here, too: He was ostensibly 
pro-Castro, but be also tried privately 
to ingratiate himself witli an antl-Castro 
Cut)an exile group. Whether he was a 
rightist passing for a leftist, or a leftist 
posing as a rlgbilst. or an l"ni or CIA 
agent passing- for both, or possibly just 
plain confused, I lumestly haven't been 
able to ligine out. I'm inclined to believe 
he was a sincere leftist. 
PLAYBOY: If both Ruby and Oswald were 
linked in some way with Cuban exile 
groups, do you believe they were asso- 
ciated in any other ways? 
lANE: I've beard many stories to this 
effect . but no one has yet presented 
convincing proof that the two men knew 
each other. 

PLAYBOY: You mentioned diat while he 
was in the Soviet Union. Oswald tried to 
renounce his American citizenslnp. In 
Sept-i'inber 1053. be applied for a pass- 
port in New Orleans, and his ap- 
plication was granted. Rut passport 
regidations . recpnrc the applicant to 
swear he has never "souglu or claimed 
the benefits of the nationality of any 
foreign state." Why was Oswald granted 
a passport? * 
lANc! I don't know. His application was 
wired — not mailed, as is the usual proce- 
dure — to Washington, and clearance 
came tlirough within 24 hours, which 


i.Hist l)V record liir.c, consldtj^fc liis 
li.i('..i;iou.i»l. 

I'lAvsoY; Is ilicrc iiiiy cviilciifc, )ii in- 
iim-.trtl .aiiicr, coimcciin- O-.w'nTil wkU 
the l lli: . , 

lANS: WMI, a fjiicMion mi^tit be raisal 
:,v tl.c (. ct that Osi^-ald's adtlrcss book 
.ni.i.i;ii. .l the iicMrcs.s nn<I :iuto license 
„un.I.cr..f Dallas TUI A;Tcr uJ.-.mcs ITouy. 
.iiul ilii* w-as Inter deleted from the jiolicc 
of 0>ivalc:'s addri:sscs. And Congress- 
:n:iti Ci t dd I'ord's l)0 O^ Poilrnit of ati 
-J,, nmj jcvcalcd liiat ai tlic om.sct of [lie 
;ii\.Mif;;.non. Texas Attorney General 
VV., --;on. r C:»rr and Dallas Di'iirict At- 
»>i ncy 1 Icnry Wade informed tlic Com- 
mi-.ion (iiat Oswald Kns an undercover 
iid'irmai.i for ilie l-i'.I. Tliese two Texas 
or.i.-i.Tis, Ford wiitcs, disclosed that Os- 
K.Tt.r.s I'.^I code muuljcr vas 179, tliac 
lie had l)cen on tlio Tr.I payroll from 
Scpicml.i-T 1902 to (lie day of Iiis deatli, 
aiifl lliat liis 1-r.I salary was SLiOO per 
iiKintli. Now, wjiat did tiio Commission 
do upon receipt of this startling evidence? 
Dill it l.iuncli an inimcdi.iie inves[i;;a- 
lion? N>'. Cliief Counsel Rankin merely 
lolil ihc Coiumission, according to Con- 
Rii vsniaii Ford: "\Vc have a dlriy rumor 
is vf:i-y bad for ttic Conmiission . . . 
and it i'* very dainaging to tiic agencies 
tli-it arc involved in it and it must be 
wii»ed imi iTisofar as possible to do so by 
this Commission." So witliout even exam- 
iniiij; tliis statement by two prominent 
Texas oTiCials, the Commission labeled 
it .1 "diny rumor" and dccltled "it must 
be wiped out." Tiicy did this quite cfTcc- 
tivcly — I.y askin.'; ]. Edgar Hoover if it 
Wire irne. lie denied it. Wliat could one 
cx;ject Iiim to say — "Oswald was work- 
in;; for me when he killed tlic Presi- 
dent"? As far as the Commission was 
concerned, asking Hoover nil but closed 
tin; subject. The sources of the allegation 
Wire never questioned. And since tiic 
minuiCi of Conunission proceedings will 
iu>t be made public for 75 years, we 
wi luld never even have heard of die 
ni-iiicr except for Congressman Ford's 
indiscri';ion. 

flAYcOY; In your book, you say that 
""Mic I ISC against Lcc Harvey Oswald 
ci'inpriscd essentially of evidence 
iiMin n/o soun.es; Dallas police o.Ticers 
and M..rina Oswald. " You've alre.idy cx- 
pl iiirc<jvby you doubt tlic integrity of 
D dbj ( dice. Why do you doubt Marina 
O.w,-,!.!- 

t*N£: Marina changed her testimony so 
oUcn ii was dilfindt to determine which 
V\t»ioh d»c Commission accepted. At 
fi»»i. ilic dcclaicd iJiat her husband was 
iiuioifl.t and hadn't planned to murder 
*'i)on.-, I„-,u-r, liic lold die Commission 
that lb.; "f.icir given to licr by the Fcd- 
J"-*! p'-litc convinced Iicr that Oswald 
'-*<!. II. dad. killed Kennedy in order to 
►"toim famous. In other words, tr.e po- 
K-c h.Kl to reveal her own hv.sband's 
J-)'lw.Jgy to her. Siic at fust testiHcd 
h^r hmbanU was pacific and gentle 


ill his rclalioiisliip wiib lu r; bur laicr on, 
after she'd ln.fu iMd.iU'd in die (U^tM.Iy 
of the I-UI and Std.t Strvite fir 
moiubs, she Mated th.ii O-.Wiihi w.i'i I^i vi- 
tal and beat btr fmjiirntly. Murina or.g- 
inally said her hiislt.in<l never c\iu .'>s -d 
bosliliiy towaid ai;y ]>- lym in juiblii !i c. 
Later, after her CKniihcuu nt b'.- die VM 
and Secret Service, ii-stificd I;oi h is- 
band shot at Ccncr.il Xdwii. W: !i. T. 
Marina also told FIU a';ents ilgiit al'ier 
tlie assassination tliat -ilu' hati never so :n 
her husljanrl wiib a pi.rol. ai d Ii( Ii id 
never owned a pistol, .she alv> sniil s'le 
ba<l never seen a ieirs< n:.ic si.,'lit. V< i ilie 
Commission relied on her later stale luriil 
diat she took tiie famous picture of ()s 
wald iiolding a rifle ctiuipjxd with a 
telescopic sight and wearing a 'pist)! on 
his hip. And so it wetu: Tlie longer ^ilc 
was in die custody of Federal autiuirl- 
ties, tliC longer dicy questioncil hci* and 
"revived" her memory, liiC nioic dar.ni- 
ing Marina Oswald's lestiniony lurcame 
to her late husbaml. ilrainwasliitig. i: 
would seem, is not an exclusive prc-pcriy 
of die Chinese. 

playsoYj Do you im;>ugn Marina's tCiti- 
niony that Oswald attempted to sh)Ot 
General Walker on April 10, lOGl? 
LANE: I diink tiic evidence does il-al. 
Her testimony on this subjeci "evnlv.d" 
during the perioti slie was In l';ihral 
custody. At first, she said she knew of no 
acts of violence conimlrted by 0>w.ik!. 
Later, mucli later, slie "rcmcnibcred" tlio 
Walker incident. There was onlv one 
witness to the Walker sliooiiug: Walter 
Kirk Coleman , a H-year-old boy who 
lived in die house behind GemTal 
Walker's. When he lieard sliots one niglu, 
he ran out and saw two men, one evident- 
ly widi a rille, jump into two cars and 
drive away. The Conunission said C>s\\ald 
could not drive. Coleman was shown 
pictures of Lee Oswald, and state;! -.hat 
neither of the two men looked an/tl.Ing 
like Oswald, The Coimnissioi., of course, 
never called Colem.m. the only eyewit- 
ness, and relied whivlly on Marin:i's un- 
supported, self-coutr.idictor)' and belated 
allegations as to what her husbard had, 
said — not wliat she ha<I seen. 
PLAYCOY: Didn't investigators iind a 
photograph of \Valkcr*s bouse .imong 
Oswald's possessions? 
lANE; Yes — tliough, of course, that doesn't 
prove Oswald was the one who took it. 
Let's take a look at It: It's a rather 
mysterious pliotogiaph. It sliows Walker's 
house, with an automobile jiar'ied in 
front. There is, Iioucver. a hole lorii in 
the photograph, {lelctiiig the baik por- 
tion of the car. Marina Oswald icslified 
that tins hole bail been lorn in the 
photograph nflrr it came into jiosscs- 
sion of the Wan^en Commission. -Sbc tes- 
tified: "When the I'l'.I first shoved me 
tills photograph, I lemembcr thai the li- 
cense plate, the number of ibc li(ensc 
plate was on this car, and was on the 
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^ i -unU. Tlun- no hnic i.. .i.c 

H 'l it.- (>)mmi>Ni"n "'^'l 

. „,»<! I'v rl.c jIicu-.I [ilioio-i.ii'fi. "I'y 
r-K^ itic (>m inf^'-'"ii iK.i mc nl)out 
i' W" >lif iKiNi-icd. l-'iii.illy tlic Coinmis- 

f, .'.■„,' s-'i'l. "<>" '"'^ 

,.;,.,m " i.n.l llic Mil.j.d w;is never re- 

uiii'ir altciiKy fnr ihc Coinniissinn wlio 
, .,M<!tiiml tlic "(»ir-)lic-vct<>i(I'* <li%cus- 
,.,,„_ H-niiily s:\U\ ;il a puMic intciiii^ 
ilkit lie il'K-Mi'l rciiicnil)cr wlwit wiis said 
.liiiin;: il>:'' n[f-llii;ic-cni(l cnnfcTciirc. 
,\n(I i>I"ii";;i;'p'' '■• P'^'" 
i,IiyMt;il i-vi(lciia- usc(J to show tliat 
(Mv.iM .sIioLiii CfiicTiil \V;ilUcr. 
nAYt-OY: Do yoii know wliy or how the 
l>Iio(o showing the licence ]j1;uc wns nui- 
til.itcd afir)- (he phfMo" c:imc into the 
C^jiiuniNsion's hniuls? 
lANE: No. I (liMi't. The Conimivsion per- 
iiiitird a irinitvcly m" \pcricncc(l junior 
|;,^vyer — Wcky I.ifhcler af^ain — to haii- 
illc this aspect of the investifiatinn. The 
pholORraph raises tlie very real possihility 
ihat the \\'aircn Commission tampered 
Mith cnilcnre. Why? Well, if the license 
plate wa.s dated cither of the two years 
tiiat Oswald spent in the Soviet Union, 
ihal would he proof that he didn't take 
liie picinrf. But now you have mc spcc- 
nlaiin;;. As I snid carMer, I don't know. 
I'kAYBOY: Wasn't it proved concUisivcly 
ihai ihc photo was taken with Oswald's 
« .nncra? 

lANE: The I'UI said so. 

PIAYBOY: Why would Mnrnia Oswald lie 

in an eflovi to iiicriniinaic her dead 

hushan<I? 

lANE; ^^arina Owald's testimony indi- 
cates only one thin^ — that she was a 
rri;;htcncd woman, a Soviet citizen in an 
aiicii and mcnaciti'^ country, unahic to 
speak r,ri;;lish. without any means to 
support herself and her children, ihink- 
.inp; she was sidijcct to deportation at any 
lime. Marina Oswald is the type of 
v/iincs.s evciy unscrupulous prosecutor 
(Srcams of. hccausc she's totally vulncrn- 
Iilc to pressure. Remember, she was held 
inconnnnnit-ido for months hy the Fctl- 
»ral authorities, and when she cmerj^cd, 
'he disavdwvd all her orij^inal statements 
protestin;; lier husband's innocence and 
wholelie.n ledly supported the Warren 
Commission's conclusions. 
PLAYBOY: Aic yo'.i Gharp;iug that agents 
of the United States Govcrnmeni iiitiun'- 
ilatcd .1 wiincss aiul persuaded her to 
change her testimony? 
lANE: It seems very likely. Take a look at 
Marina's own lestinuniy before the Com- 
mission. She tcslilled that I'UI agents 
"loUl mc that if I wanted to live in this 
country, I would have to cooperate." 
Marina gave the Commission the names 
oE the 1-lJI agents who said tliis to her, 
C4 but the matter was never followed \ip; 


the Conmiission cvidciilly w.isii't I nl cr- 
ested in a possible cdoit b\ the TT-I lo 
lain|)iT widi a iii.ijru" wi(ll(:s^. I don't 
know what ihc VV,l uhmiii by "co- 
opcraie." IVrliai>s iirdhing. lint Marina 
also said ail Ini mi^y.i.'ion illiciai fame 
from New lo sec her b-|i>rc sh-: w.is 

(piesiiiMicd l>s die I T.! and "viid thai it 
would be hell' i i')r tiu- if I wi ic to help 
Ihcin." .She w.is ol^vi.>ll^ly up-ei Ic- her 
cuconnieis uiili i!ie I I'l. aid pl.iiu-ively 
tnld I'liil W.iiMu. ih ih:i;1ii>ii| the 

he;tiiMn> adujiUi! :!u' i 'h- n faili- r iigurc 
toward hei : "I dunk in.ir li e I IW ..gents 
knew I was iifi.Md th.u all :i e^eiuhing 
that had happent il I e<'nld win k nt.iin (i» 
live in ihis tniniiiy. and t!K\ s-Hii'whai 
exploited thai Inr theii own pui po>es. in 
a very polite hum, so thai you cinUl not 
say anything afier thai. Tlicy (aniioi be 
accused of anyiliing. '1 hey ;ipproachcd it 
in a very clever, conirivcd way." ^ The 
Chief Justice (jnickly change<l the siib- 
jc( t. So if you're asking me if M.irina Os- 
wald was pressured by die C;o\eriimeni 
to tailor her lesiimony lo tlie oliici.d vcr- 
.sion, I'd mv it eeiiainly seems so. Marina 
was almost never snbieced to what 
might be called cross examin ition. The 
Commissinii woidd iini peimii il. It was 
this attitude, when Marin. i was jippear- 
iiig bcfoie ihe seven man ( onnnissiou, 
that prompted one p.uiicip iMi to refer to 
the vignette as "Snow Whiic and die 
Seven Dwarfs." 

PLAYBOY: What proof do ynii ha\c for die 
charge in your book tliat the lamons IJfe 
cover j)hotograph of O.swald lioUbiig the 
alleged nuirdcr weapon may have been 
forged? 

lANE: This phoingraph was the single 
docmncni niosi rc.si)otisibli- for ptrsuad- 
ing Americans tliat Oswald \\as ituolved 
in the assassination. It shows him si.ind- 
ing on a lawn holding ihc Manidif her- 
Carcano rifle in one hand and iwo C'om- 
innnisi uew.sp.ipcrs in the nlliei. with a 
holsiered pisio! sirapped lo his waisr. 
How pat can yovi get? Many topics of 
this picinre originally and mysteriously 
maieriali/ed on the day of the assassina- 
tion — on a <lcsk in the Dallas politrc 
heatUpiariers; one cannot be ccnain of 
dieir origin. 

PLAYBOY: The Warrcn RcjKnt seems cer- 
tain. On page 502. it state* that the pho- 
to "of l.ec Il.nvey Oswaltl holding a rillc 
[was] found among Oswald's po.ssessions 
ill Mrs, Ruth Taine's gnagc .Tt 2.') 15 
West I'ifili .Sticei. Irving, Texas." , 
LANE: That's what (he Dallas piilifC said, 
but (jnestioiis about the luthcnliciiy of 
the picture laisc doid)is aliout its origin 
as well. Many ncwspapcts lan tlie pir- 
ttnc — and f ifr. on ]->brnaiy 21. I'Jr.l, 
carried it on its cover wiili die caption: 
"Lci; Oswald, with the we.ipoiis he used 
to kill I'residciU Knincdy and Officer 
Ti])[)il." The i>ublicati(ni of that photo- 
graph raised questions in plutto.;raphic 
circles arotmcl tlic W()rld, and a number 


of photogr.^J^ experts cJiatgcd it \va\ 
fi.nidulen 

PIAYBOY: C>tf what grounds? 
lANE; l-iiM of all. some of the pictures 
rcprodntcd. in the picss show a tele 
•scopic sight <ni tlie lilU'. while in others 
there is no telescopic sight. Snl)se<pieiitly, 
responsible piildii .ulcms stub as Acu't- 
n'C(7( and Thr Xrw York Tinirx adiniticd 
to the Warren Coininission that their att 
dei>arimenis had icimitlicil the photo. 
Witt even luoic .set ions is the evidence 
that llie f'lliif: piunie was fjikcil. A% 
published on ilie (o\cr of /,//'•, the 
shadow fnnn Osw.dd's no^e. falls directly 
down lo the middle of his moinh, where- 
as the -shadow fiom his body falls at 
aI)ont a 'l.'i degiee angle Ui his lear and 
lo his right. 1-iom this, phniogiaphic ex- 
perts immediately cotuludcd that either 
O-swald's head had been snperiinposed 
on the [>icturc or that the picture had 
been taken on a planet cn]<)ying twn 
suns. I repeated this .observation to die 
D»mnussion and they decided to test tlic 
photo's authenticity. Evi<lemly. in order 
to prove that tlie shadows in the picture 
could be authentically duplicated, the 
Fill had one of its agents assnme a .sim- 
ilar positi(ni and took a jihoiogvaph of 
him, which was published in the Rejjorl, 
Sure enough, the )>o<ly sliath.iw in the 
nil picture falls at the same angle as the 
body shallow in the Lift: pittinc. lint 
tlieic's just one small prolilein: In the 
photograph published by. the Warren 
Conunission, the man's head h.id been 
removed! The l-'UI snid iliey did this 1)C- 
caiise nothing about the head was "peni- 
nciil"— while it ^vas obviously the oiiiy 
pertinent factor involved, sime the (pie%- 
tion was whether or not the nose and 
body .shadows maKhcd. Uui the Warren 
Commission .showed a photo with the 
head deleted as protif that the f.ifr pho- 
tograpli was accvnaie. Thus we come full 
circle. All openly doctored photograph 
was ollercti to prove that another was 
authentic. 

PLAYBOY: So you believe tlie photograph 
was forged as part of a plot to incrimi- 
nate Oswald? 

lANE: O.ui'hW believed that. In the Com- 
mission's 20 volumes of evidence, you'll 
discover that when Oswald was con- 
fronted witli the plmto in tlic D.illas jail, 
he charged that "The Dallas police have 
Hipcrimposc<l njy IicatI on that body, be- 
cause that is a picture of my head, but 
not of my body." Oswald addctl that 
he'd worked for a plioiographcr anil 
knew sfunething about phoiograj)hy, and 
therefore knew the photo was a forgery, 
lie said he would prove it at his trial. 
Tlicre never was a trial, of course. 
Obviously, I'm not charging that Life or 
any other publication sujicrimposed the 
head. They evidently acceptetl the photo 
in gootl faith, chough rather nncritically. 
PLAYBOYi When did Oswald make that 
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».„>ic my 1>.«.U. much i.ioic li^.s cnmc to 
li„l„ 1 nici.ii.Minl earlier tlic A<'l"i'I.T 
Clc.rm,. rpiv"!, ; I..'r lit- w« ll"cnic,.c,l 
l,y ,, \yM.is |..ilicc oll.ccr— <ir so .she 
,l'.„."l»-a(icr .she .wi.l il"t Ti|>i>il'5 
„„„.lcrcr K..S not OvKaUI. Aiiotl.cr wt- 
„c^^ ». Il'.c 'lilJl"' >l.>y"'K. .^iillJ™ 
U..vi.olil.. K^.s O..C 1.1... k aw^.y f..>in ll>c 
^■.■....li.iR wl.c.i l.c a ...ail n.li paM ll.m 

car.yii.R a |>i«ol. Ucyi...l.l5 ilcscril.al the 
ma., lo llic 1...HCC on N..vc..ilicr 22. ami 
sh.cc hk Il.:^cril.tio.l was cimiplctcly at 
ya.Ia.icc Kith ilial of OswaW. he was 
l..■^cr take, to the litic-t.i. at police head- 
(,.i..tier». ().. Jam.an- 21, IJlG-l, Rcy..olcU 
%»av<ii.cstio..c.l l>y ai^cts o[ the I'I'.I ami 
sli,..v.. picii.rel of Oswalil. hut he saitl 
ai;..!u that O.MVaW wa.4 not the mail he 
hail seen r.ceii.g the murder .^ceiic. Two 
tlays later Rcy.ioUls was i.i the basement 
■ ol hus used-car .salesroom ami a man he- 
hi. .(I a filing cahinet shot him tlnoi.Rh 
the head. Keyuoltts was on the critical 
list, hut he survived. He later said that 
he believed the attack on him was con- 
l.ecled with what he saw on November 
V'2. A man was subseip.e.itly arrested and 
charged with the attempted mur.ler of 
Heyiiolds. His name was Parrel ^Vav.lC 
earner, and lie admitted he'll phoned his 
»istcT.iu-laiv and "advised her he had 
lim Wane.. Reynolds." Btit suddc.ily a 
y(«ng "exotic dancer" named Betty 
Mouney McDoiialil showed up with an 
alibi tor r.ar..er, clai.ni..g she had spent 
ll« nigh. .)f thcshi^iiinj; svith hi.n. Car- 
l.cr was tree.1 on the basis of her unsup- 
jKirted icsti...ony, but a [ew days later 
.Miss .\[c»o....lil svas arrested on a disor- 

.icrly c...idi.ct rhargj after allesedly 
f'Rbting with Iter r..o.nniate, a.ul was 
ukcn t.> Dallas police hetid.p.arlcrs— 
where her .lead b.iily svas tou.id one 
l««ir after a. rival. The Dallas police said 
sIk hangc.l herself. Mis.s MiDiuiakl ha.l 
l*cn employed as a st.ipper in Jack 
Ruliy'i Carousel Club . lUcausc of inci- 
•Icnu li'.ie these, many Dallas residents 
. who knew something contrary to the 
(e "olT.cial version" of the assassination 


svcc af.ai.l to ..Iter ihcir .....It. ...I""". in;; 

i..f.....iatifi... 

.Still a..<.lh.-r wil..i'ss f ih' ' M'P" 
slaying-wl.o also. will re. all, sa..l 

Tipjiil's uu.r.U.rer was .short al..l st..tky 
-^svas noniiim.. l',e....vi.l.>. Whc 1 v.s. 

i,c.d Dallas with a I.I... cr.w »....e 

n.o..ll.s ag... llc.avi.U-s agr.e.l .o sp.'ak 
to ns, but the ..iglu bcfo.'.' ihe p.i.|.cl..l 
Interview, two Dallas him.iti.le d.-tcc- 
tivcs visi.e.l De A.......i.>. "..r d.r.a ...r, ... 

ihcTow.T M..tel. a...l il.f..rmed I..... tl...t 

there svoul.l be inlervi.w a.,.l that 
we we.e l.eh.g i..^.■MlK.■..■.l. lli'..aMd.:s 
never sh.wc.l ..p l..r the appo.......e..i. 

When I svas l.a.k in Dallas i..st after 
the publlialii... ..f ...y b...ik. I app....r.l 

o.. a local la.lio si,..w a. ..I astr.l a..yo..e 
who had any h.loi ...ali.... abo.u h.m ... 

CO.. tact me. lie.. as Lies' [aihe-.i..-l..w, a 
ma.. ..amcl |aikso... calU.I. Mr. Jackson 

told me llenavi.l. s was al.aid .o lalk a..d 
had previm.slv ll.-.l the Dallas area in 
fear, jackso.. t....l.er rev.-ale.l ihat alter 

licnavides faileil li. i.le.ilify Oswald as 
Tippit's mu.dc.ev. lie.iavides' l..,.lher, 
who resembled hi..., was sl...t through 
the head and kill.-.l. llc.avides ip.it l..s 
job and svas replaied by a.icth.r .Mexi- 
ca...An..-riian l.earb.g a rescnblance to 
him. ^\'ithi.. sveeks. thai mat. was also 
shot thrra.gb the head by a.. ....known 

pcrso... bul he s..rsived. The as.saila..ts 
of these two m... have l.eser been 
apprei.e.ided l.y the D.illas police. lic- 
navides svas c... .si. .ceil he svas the in- 

leniled vic.im a. ..I lied Dallas, hut his 
father-in-law. Mr. Jackson. sve..t to the 
police and told li.em h.- pla:li..'d lo i.ii- 
tiatc his own i.ivesiigalio.i of the liv.r as- 
sauhs, since the polic- l.al niadc no 
progress. The police told l.ini no. .to. 
Some time latei . J..iksoi. hca.d a noise on . 
his front lawn a..d went to h. vest. gate. 
As he stood silh..ucttiril in the doo.way, 
a man ju.iipe.l out from behin.l some 
hushes and l.r.d o.ie sl...l, nar.owly 
mi.ssing him. Jackson ..ow believes that 
these episodes arc part o! o.ga..i/cd 
cITort in Dallas lo silc.rr Domingo 
lie.iavides. 

PIAYBOY; Where is licnavides nosv? Have 
you been able lo trace hiiii? 
lANE: 1'hc last I heard he was iri Lancas- 
ter. I'cxas. Ili.t I can't compel him to 
speak to me. The Dallas pobce advised 
him .lot to, at.d he evich-.tlly respects 
their advice. 

plAYBOYi Do you believe wiiness.'s arc 
being systematically th.eate..ed-or. li- 
t|liidated? 

tANE: I don't know, but things l.av.r hee.l 
happening in Dallas ilial an: more remi- 
niscent of James Iloiid il.an of Sherlock 
Holmes. I'or example, imrieiliatcly after 
Ruby killed Oswald, nso ...■wspapcrmen 
went to Ruby's apartment wiih his roo.n- 
niatc,. George .Senator. Se nator, by the 
vs-ay, has sin.e iiidicaled that he knew of 
Ruby's plan to shoot Oswald fcc/.iri- the 
event. What he tol.l these two newsmen 


I d....'. know, lA'i.bi.. 
,hcy weic bo ^-a.l. ".'e of the..., 
l .m.-s r. Koellwa tespelleil slalf wr.ier 
■|„r n..' D.."." II,„M. was f..u...l 

strangled it. his apartment. The Dallas 
pollie list it as an ui.soKe.l kill.ng. 
flAYBOYi ,.\nd the other ncwsniaiif 
ian;. That svas Ilill Uumer, a pr.Je- 
wii...i..g reporter for the l.o.ig lleach. 
California. Ivtkju-mh-nl rrrss-Trlri^rnm. 
lie svas shot by a local police olf.cer svl.ile 
he sal reading in the press room of the 
I.o..g lleach public .saleiy buihling. The 
poliie said it ss-as an accident. 
ptAYcOYi Do you believe these isvo men 
■■ sve.c victims of a conspiracy? 
IAN!. Not necessarily. The murders 
could be coincidences, but there are tin. 
many coincidences in this case, reiin 
lo.ics. Jr. , edilor of a Texas paper, the 
' Miillnllnnn Mirrar . has investigated 
lliese events, lie told me that he believes 
a total of 11 wilnesses have died mystc- 
ri,.usly .since Nove.iiher ',•;!, IIIKI. William 
Wlialcy, the cabdriver who allegedly 
drove Oswald from the assassination scene 
and whose original testimony ssas very 
inconvenient to the Commission Reiwrt, 
was killed in a car crash— the f.rst cab- 
driver lo die in an actide... h. Dallas p. 
31) years. I.ee ]. Uosvers , scho, as I al- 
ready mentioned, loin me in a filmed in- 
terviesv that he had .seen smoke or flames 
coming from behind the wo<.den fete 
on die grassy knoll, was killetl a fe^v 
months after I saw him— als.i in an aiilb- ' 
mobile crash. IVlien I was i.. Dallas with 
the film cresv, some witnesses said ih^y 
were afraid to talk to us because of the 
death of the two reporters and the iiiiiill- 
idation of other svii.iesses. For cxampjc. 
. the Com.nissioi. reveals that a man giv- 
ing his name as Lec Oswald priced a car 
shortly before the assassination. This 
man talketl loudly to die salesmen about 
going back to Russia, as I nienlioiicil 
earlier, and said he expected to conic 
into a large sum of money soon. 1 l.c 
Commission concluded that Oswald 
couldn't drive ami that he wasn't there 
that day. At.yway, svc spoke to two of 
ihc auto salesmen and they told us thai 
Bogaril, the man svh.i tried to sell OssvaUl 
the car, svas brutally beaten ami hospi- 
t,ili7.ed after testifying. He subsctpiently 
(led Dallas. These two salesmen told us. 
"U you lake this ami the fact the re- 
porters have been killed, and all the 
other peculiar things happening in Dal- 
las, we're just afraitl to be in your film." 
Thus, important svitiiesses seem to have 
been terrorized into silence or conformity. 
PIAYCOY. Isn't it possible that so...e of 
these people sverc only reacting fearfully 
to minors and to events uncoi.iiectcil 
with the assassination? 
IAn:. Yes, it's iwssiblc. Hut svhat I think 
emerges is a clear pattern of intimtdatioo 
of nonconforming witnesses. For exanv 
pic, a Dallas housewife, Wilma Ticc, 
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».„>ic my 1>.«.U. much i.ioic li^.s cnmc to 
li„l„ 1 nici.ii.Minl earlier tlic A<'l"i'I.T 
Clc.rm,. rpiv"!, ; I..'r lit- w« ll"cnic,.c,l 
l,y ,, \yM.is |..ilicc oll.ccr— <ir so .she 
,l'.„."l»-a(icr .she .wi.l il"t Ti|>i>il'5 
„„„.lcrcr K..S not OvKaUI. Aiiotl.cr wt- 
„c^^ ». Il'.c 'lilJl"' >l.>y"'K. .^iillJ™ 
U..vi.olil.. K^.s O..C 1.1... k aw^.y f..>in ll>c 
^■.■....li.iR wl.c.i l.c a ...ail n.li paM ll.m 

car.yii.R a |>i«ol. Ucyi...l.l5 ilcscril.al the 
ma., lo llic 1...HCC on N..vc..ilicr 22. ami 
sh.cc hk Il.:^cril.tio.l was cimiplctcly at 
ya.Ia.icc Kith ilial of OswaW. he was 
l..■^cr take, to the litic-t.i. at police head- 
(,.i..tier». ().. Jam.an- 21, IJlG-l, Rcy..olcU 
%»av<ii.cstio..c.l l>y ai^cts o[ the I'I'.I ami 
sli,..v.. picii.rel of Oswalil. hut he saitl 
ai;..!u that O.MVaW wa.4 not the mail he 
hail seen r.ceii.g the murder .^ceiic. Two 
tlays later Rcy.ioUls was i.i the basement 
■ ol hus used-car .salesroom ami a man he- 
hi. .(I a filing cahinet shot him tlnoi.Rh 
the head. Keyuoltts was on the critical 
list, hut he survived. He later said that 
he believed the attack on him was con- 
l.ecled with what he saw on November 
V'2. A man was subseip.e.itly arrested and 
charged with the attempted mur.ler of 
Heyiiolds. His name was Parrel ^Vav.lC 
earner, and lie admitted he'll phoned his 
»istcT.iu-laiv and "advised her he had 
lim Wane.. Reynolds." Btit suddc.ily a 
y(«ng "exotic dancer" named Betty 
Mouney McDoiialil showed up with an 
alibi tor r.ar..er, clai.ni..g she had spent 
ll« nigh. .)f thcshi^iiinj; svith hi.n. Car- 
l.cr was tree.1 on the basis of her unsup- 
jKirted icsti...ony, but a [ew days later 
.Miss .\[c»o....lil svas arrested on a disor- 

.icrly c...idi.ct rhargj after allesedly 
f'Rbting with Iter r..o.nniate, a.ul was 
ukcn t.> Dallas police hetid.p.arlcrs— 
where her .lead b.iily svas tou.id one 
l««ir after a. rival. The Dallas police said 
sIk hangc.l herself. Mis.s MiDiuiakl ha.l 
l*cn employed as a st.ipper in Jack 
Ruliy'i Carousel Club . lUcausc of inci- 
•Icnu li'.ie these, many Dallas residents 
. who knew something contrary to the 
(e "olT.cial version" of the assassination 


svcc af.ai.l to ..Iter ihcir .....It. ...I""". in;; 

i..f.....iatifi... 

.Still a..<.lh.-r wil..i'ss f ih' ' M'P" 
slaying-wl.o also. will re. all, sa..l 

Tipjiil's uu.r.U.rer was .short al..l st..tky 
-^svas noniiim.. l',e....vi.l.>. Whc 1 v.s. 

i,c.d Dallas with a I.I... cr.w »....e 

n.o..ll.s ag... llc.avi.U-s agr.e.l .o sp.'ak 
to ns, but the ..iglu bcfo.'.' ihe p.i.|.cl..l 
Interview, two Dallas him.iti.le d.-tcc- 
tivcs visi.e.l De A.......i.>. "..r d.r.a ...r, ... 

ihcTow.T M..tel. a...l il.f..rmed I..... tl...t 

there svoul.l be inlervi.w a.,.l that 
we we.e l.eh.g i..^.■MlK.■..■.l. lli'..aMd.:s 
never sh.wc.l ..p l..r the appo.......e..i. 

When I svas l.a.k in Dallas i..st after 
the publlialii... ..f ...y b...ik. I app....r.l 

o.. a local la.lio si,..w a. ..I astr.l a..yo..e 
who had any h.loi ...ali.... abo.u h.m ... 

CO.. tact me. lie.. as Lies' [aihe-.i..-l..w, a 
ma.. ..amcl |aikso... calU.I. Mr. Jackson 

told me llenavi.l. s was al.aid .o lalk a..d 
had previm.slv ll.-.l the Dallas area in 
fear, jackso.. t....l.er rev.-ale.l ihat alter 

licnavides faileil li. i.le.ilify Oswald as 
Tippit's mu.dc.ev. lie.iavides' l..,.lher, 
who resembled hi..., was sl...t through 
the head and kill.-.l. llc.avides ip.it l..s 
job and svas replaied by a.icth.r .Mexi- 
ca...An..-riian l.earb.g a rescnblance to 
him. ^\'ithi.. sveeks. thai mat. was also 
shot thrra.gb the head by a.. ....known 

pcrso... bul he s..rsived. The as.saila..ts 
of these two m... have l.eser been 
apprei.e.ided l.y the D.illas police. lic- 
navides svas c... .si. .ceil he svas the in- 

leniled vic.im a. ..I lied Dallas, hut his 
father-in-law. Mr. Jackson. sve..t to the 
police and told li.em h.- pla:li..'d lo i.ii- 
tiatc his own i.ivesiigalio.i of the liv.r as- 
sauhs, since the polic- l.al niadc no 
progress. The police told l.ini no. .to. 
Some time latei . J..iksoi. hca.d a noise on . 
his front lawn a..d went to h. vest. gate. 
As he stood silh..ucttiril in the doo.way, 
a man ju.iipe.l out from behin.l some 
hushes and l.r.d o.ie sl...l, nar.owly 
mi.ssing him. Jackson ..ow believes that 
these episodes arc part o! o.ga..i/cd 
cITort in Dallas lo silc.rr Domingo 
lie.iavides. 

PIAYBOY; Where is licnavides nosv? Have 
you been able lo trace hiiii? 
lANE: 1'hc last I heard he was iri Lancas- 
ter. I'cxas. Ili.t I can't compel him to 
speak to me. The Dallas pobce advised 
him .lot to, at.d he evich-.tlly respects 
their advice. 

plAYBOYi Do you believe wiiness.'s arc 
being systematically th.eate..ed-or. li- 
t|liidated? 

tANE: I don't know, but things l.av.r hee.l 
happening in Dallas ilial an: more remi- 
niscent of James Iloiid il.an of Sherlock 
Holmes. I'or example, imrieiliatcly after 
Ruby killed Oswald, nso ...■wspapcrmen 
went to Ruby's apartment wiih his roo.n- 
niatc,. George .Senator. Se nator, by the 
vs-ay, has sin.e iiidicaled that he knew of 
Ruby's plan to shoot Oswald fcc/.iri- the 
event. What he tol.l these two newsmen 


I d....'. know, lA'i.bi.. 
,hcy weic bo ^-a.l. ".'e of the..., 
l .m.-s r. Koellwa tespelleil slalf wr.ier 
■|„r n..' D.."." II,„M. was f..u...l 

strangled it. his apartment. The Dallas 
pollie list it as an ui.soKe.l kill.ng. 
flAYBOYi ,.\nd the other ncwsniaiif 
ian;. That svas Ilill Uumer, a pr.Je- 
wii...i..g reporter for the l.o.ig lleach. 
California. Ivtkju-mh-nl rrrss-Trlri^rnm. 
lie svas shot by a local police olf.cer svl.ile 
he sal reading in the press room of the 
I.o..g lleach public .saleiy buihling. The 
poliie said it ss-as an accident. 
ptAYcOYi Do you believe these isvo men 
■■ sve.c victims of a conspiracy? 
IAN!. Not necessarily. The murders 
could be coincidences, but there are tin. 
many coincidences in this case, reiin 
lo.ics. Jr. , edilor of a Texas paper, the 
' Miillnllnnn Mirrar . has investigated 
lliese events, lie told me that he believes 
a total of 11 wilnesses have died mystc- 
ri,.usly .since Nove.iiher ',•;!, IIIKI. William 
Wlialcy, the cabdriver who allegedly 
drove Oswald from the assassination scene 
and whose original testimony ssas very 
inconvenient to the Commission Reiwrt, 
was killed in a car crash— the f.rst cab- 
driver lo die in an actide... h. Dallas p. 
31) years. I.ee ]. Uosvers , scho, as I al- 
ready mentioned, loin me in a filmed in- 
terviesv that he had .seen smoke or flames 
coming from behind the wo<.den fete 
on die grassy knoll, was killetl a fe^v 
months after I saw him— als.i in an aiilb- ' 
mobile crash. IVlien I was i.. Dallas with 
the film cresv, some witnesses said ih^y 
were afraid to talk to us because of the 
death of the two reporters and the iiiiiill- 
idation of other svii.iesses. For cxampjc. 
. the Com.nissioi. reveals that a man giv- 
ing his name as Lec Oswald priced a car 
shortly before the assassination. This 
man talketl loudly to die salesmen about 
going back to Russia, as I nienlioiicil 
earlier, and said he expected to conic 
into a large sum of money soon. 1 l.c 
Commission concluded that Oswald 
couldn't drive ami that he wasn't there 
that day. At.yway, svc spoke to two of 
ihc auto salesmen and they told us thai 
Bogaril, the man svh.i tried to sell OssvaUl 
the car, svas brutally beaten ami hospi- 
t,ili7.ed after testifying. He subsctpiently 
(led Dallas. These two salesmen told us. 
"U you lake this ami the fact the re- 
porters have been killed, and all the 
other peculiar things happening in Dal- 
las, we're just afraitl to be in your film." 
Thus, important svitiiesses seem to have 
been terrorized into silence or conformity. 
PIAYCOY. Isn't it possible that so...e of 
these people sverc only reacting fearfully 
to minors and to events uncoi.iiectcil 
with the assassination? 
IAn:. Yes, it's iwssiblc. Hut svhat I think 
emerges is a clear pattern of intimtdatioo 
of nonconforming witnesses. For exanv 
pic, a Dallas housewife, Wilma Ticc, 


K,-n j.Kk Ki.l.y ..I r.M'..l...i<?-rinsp.i..I 
v'.iik' ■ ic (loctf-js v.Tic siru;; ; to save 
(l.c I'l' .idiiu^ lik. Kcr icsniiTr-.ny corrob- 
r-:»(cs ti.it of Sclli Kiiiiioi", ll.c .Stii;>[>v 
liouMi I iicwMu.iii who knew :;til)y ucli 
^.,,1 you'll rtc.ill alMJ I>im .it 

llic h'..|Hl;il. :^nt llic Coiiiniission (lis- 
l.i;.in: tl ilicsir tu-o witncssCN ;<ii(i con- 
cUn'.Ci ili.-it K.iby not ;u rar;;l..ti(l 
Ilovtiiil. In J'liy CiiNC. juM ;ificr Mrs. 
'1 ice v;i% iiiviird lo tell licr M017 to 
i:,c (:>nim^M-iii. i)cr(no nnyoiic 

l\f<-|H tlio Coi:inii-.vion kncK she was to 
notify, nIk: In.;;;'ii rcccivinf; iuionymous 
phoiH f.nlis. One caller, for insiancc, 
uanu'l tier, "It would pny you to keep 
y)ur i.ioutli .%Init." 'I'hcii, one n'\-^\n, Mrs. 
*l icc was awakened Ijy a call. There was 
no one 011 the line, but suddenly llie 
doorl)> ll raiiR and she went downstairs 
ID find .she couldn't open her front door. 
She l!ien went to the back door and 
found it svas barricaded by a ladder. 

- When she Hnally testified, Mrs. Ticc 
described tliese events, Imt ilic Cominis- 
jion I.iwyer w;is not iiitcicstcd in rcas- 
Mirin;; her of her safety. In fact, he even 
cncour.iRed Ikt tift to testify. Here is a 
witnc--. who helie\ed there was a conncc- 
lioii between her invitation to testify 
:ind the sidtseijucnt efforts to iniimidatc 
Iter by anonymous phone calls and by 
l>arrit;idinp; her house. Tiiere is nothing 
more ••crioiis In any iiivestij^ation than 
an aiioiupt u> tamper with a witness, 
and Mrs. Tice ;old ilic Comuiission she 
w;is Ml fii;;htenctl slic "wouldn't answer 

, the plione aiiu.iore." And wliat did tlic 
('oniniission coinisel reply? Did lie order 
:m inmu'di.ite investigation? No, lie 
simply ilismisscd Iier. 

■ "pLAYflOY: llo you think this pattern of 
iniiiiiidation — if it exists — has ofTicial 
sanction? 

tANE: I think ^ome aspects of llie effort to 
-silcnic- witnesses Iiavc the sanction of the 
I'lW, ihe .Secret Service and the Dall.is 
police. Just 10 lake one example: Mrs. 
_Jcan Mill , a Dallas schoolteacher, indi- 
L'aies she was intinu<lated — in a slightly 
more sidxle fashion — by the Federal 
] police. Mrs. Kill was stan<ling very close 
I to tlitr I'resideniial motorcade on No- 
' vcndu r '22. She lold me that the shots 
came from "ihe grassy knoll" — In fact, 
^- she toined the phrase. She also testified 
to iht Coiimiission that tlie shots came 
from there. 1 first spoke 10 her in Tcb- 
ruarx lOill. ami when I saw her again 
rcccnly. alie loM mc that alter our inter- 
view, "the Flil was here for <lays. They 
practically lixcd here. Tiicy just didn't 
like wh.it I (Old them I saw and heard 
when the l*tesi*Iciit was assassinated." 
Whci. I asked lier for a fdmed and tape- 
rccoided iitiervicw. she re.'uscd. She told 
inc: " Tor two ycais I have told the trutii, 
but i h.ive two cliildren to support and 
1 ani a public school teacher. A school 


authority said il woidd be be-.! iioi i*. taU 
about the assiissiiiai iun. and 1 jiiit cau'l 
go through it all Mi's- WA'. in d.rd. 

"I can't iMlievt: iI.j W.irien l\i [K'n, I 
know it's not nuc. bii.iu^c I wis ihiic 
when il hap[>eneil. Ijui I tan't t.d ; .liioiit 
it anymore, her. him i dori't want hi I'ill 
here constantly and 1 wain 10 coiiiinne 
to leach Iicrc, 1 hope you doii"i iliiid. I'm 
a coward, but I c.mnoi t.dk ah >ui ihe 
case anymore." Theie is (i<:(iiiiu'ly .in 
amiosphcrc of fear In Dall.is Min('Uiid- 
ing the whole (juesiioo of tiie a s.tsslua- 
(ion. 

PLAYBOY: Hut many people il'd eo;isciil 10 
interviews wlih you. 

LANE: Yes. and ihosc prople are he real 
lierocs of this whole alfair. The/'n: ihc 
ones who make me 'oelieve ih; i there 
still Is hope for ilu nuih here in Amer- 
ica. One of the^e p'-o;»h;, S. \L Holland. 
a middle-aged Tex. is railroad man, lold 
me in a filmed iniciview thai he i.id wit- 
nessed [he assassin ti ion from tiie r.n'l- 
road bridge. He said he l;>iru> ili.it at 
Jeast one shot came from bchiiid ilu: 
wooden fence on ilu: grassy knoll. He 
lold me that Ids siaiemenis during our 
interview might lose him his job but he 
added, "When the time comes lh;n .tii 
American can't tell tlie iriiih beciusc the 
Government doesn't, that's the lime to 
give tlic country back to the Inciaiis — if 
they'll take it." In tny opinion, one man 
like S. M. Holland is worili a handftd 
of eminent olficEals, when it comes 10 
establishing the facts. 
PLAYBOY; If witnesses have been iiitimi- 
datcd — even murdiTeil— for challenging 
the official version ctf the assas.in.uion, 
doesn't that place your own lii'c in 
jeopardy? 

lANE: Well, I hope not, because I'm noi 
very heroic. In fad, I'nt a hit oi.' a cow- 
ard. Hut I've become so publidy iden- 
tified wiili this case for so long tliat if 
anything happened lo me. it wojld only 
deepen and conrirm suspicions. 
PLAYBOY: Have you been place 1 undci 
official surveillance in any way sintc you 
initlatetl your iiivesilgation? 
LANE: Well,, dieie are 1555 files dealing 
with the assassinaiion in the Vau'onal 
Arcliives; 508 of these were .:l:issllie(t 
when I was there last, and scnre of tin: 
material can't be seen by anyoi e for T'l 
years. Of the remaining docuru nls. so 
far I have discoveretl a total of .l.'i liles— - 
prepared for the Wairen C'ommission by 
the riU and S( eiet Sei vie e- -dealing 
with notliing more than my spec< hcs 
around the country. They make f.iscinai- 
ing reading. One file is almos: a (i>m- 
plaint by a bored Secret Service aj;ent 
compelled to lisicu 10 many oI' my lec- 
tures. He writes, "I cn< lose tlic seven 
reels of (ape which we ni.ide of. Lane's 
lecture here in S.m Trancisco, and you 
will note that wliat.- he said in these 
speeches dilfcrs not at all from tlii: lestl- 
mony whicli lie gave 10 the War.en (lorn- 


mission." I.ec H^f%' Oswald was in- 
ieiro;^.iird 12 hoimJRillKMtl a taped or 
su 110 ;i.ipliic v I of his statements, 
yet I IU and St-,-jt Service agents can 
traipse around the (ouiitry on the heels 
of a lebtively obscmc New York lawyer. 
tape-iec4»rdiiig eviiy word he lUiers. It's 
all a (jtiesiion of pii<M'!iies. 1 giiess, 
PLAYCOY: Do yo\i think they're siilt fol- 
lowing you? 
lANE: I tltui't know. 

PlAYaoV: Have you Iiad any other trouble 
with the l'*I'.I or Secret .Service? 

lANE: When ytni're involved in a case 
like (his, (here's alu.iys the risk of suc- 
cumhing 10 a lomh of jiaranoia. I've 
tried to avoid tliai. llui I was stopped 
once in I'Ji>-I outside iny Maiiliatian 
aparimcm by two men who identified 
themselves as I'lU agenis. It was pour-' 
ing, and I had a tab waiting. They asked 
me if I was Mark Lane and when I ad- 
mitted it, they <Ieuiaiided that 1 hand 
over my attache case. I refvised, of course, * 
ami they then announced iliey had infor- 
m.ition tlial I possc:>sed a file stolen from 
the o:ficc of the Fill. 1 said, "Oh, is a file 
missing?" and one of the agems replied, 
"*l*his is no time for levity." I was in- 
clined to agree, as I was getting soaked 
to the skin standing there — iliey were 
wearing trench coats — so I told them to 
have J. Etigar Hoover write a letter If he 
had anything to ask me, and not send his 
llunkies to accost me on ihe street and 
demand my possessions. I started for the 
cab, but they sinrouiided inc — as well as 
two men can surround one man — and . 
we almost had a little scuflle on the sltle- 
walk before I was able to shove one of 
ilicni aside and get into the taxi. I never 

' heard anything more about their missing 
flic. Our investigators in Dallas have 
been o*>enly folUmed by uniformed Dal- 
las tops, but that may be standard oper- 
ating procedure there, so I iry not to let 
it Concern me. 

PLAYBOY: Do you know if your phones arc 
tapped? 

LANE: An electronics exjieri examined 
my phone on three separate occasions, 
and c:ich time he said they ii'crc being 
tapped. Bill I'd be surprised if itie FBI 
wasti'l taj)ping my lines, since they 'tap 
So many others. In fact, I'd feel a bit 
neglecicd if mine escaj)etl scrutiny. They 
may have this apartment liugged, too, 
but wc haven't liothered 10 chetk that 
out. We really don't care too muih any- 
■* more. We've adjusted. But I wouldn't be 
surprised if Mr. Iloovcr reads this inter- 
vicv^f before Mr. Mefncr docs. 
PLAYaOYi Was there any Coveranieiu 
liressurc to prevent ptibllcatlon of your 
book? 

LANE: Unfortunately, publishing compa- 
nies arc vulnerable to sucli pressure; 
many of their books arc purchased in 
lots by Government agencies; a number 
of publishers arc engaged in delicate $7 
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